
Sternberg Museum of Natural History, 3000 Sternberg Drive, Hays, KS 67601  |  877- 332-1165  | sternberg.fhsu.edu

THE PTERANODON
No. 39

The official 
newsletter of  the 

Sternberg Museum 
of  Natural History

Texting While Driving

Supercroc Carnival

February 2011

As its mission, the Sternberg Museum of  
Natural History advances an 
appreciation and understanding of  
Earth’s natural history and the 
evolutionary forces that impact it.  In 
carrying out this mission, the museum 
utilizes research, publications, collections, 
interpretive exhibits, and educational 
programs.  There have been many 
accomplishments in these and other 
areas of  the museum in the past year.  
This issue highlights a few of  them.  “We 
hardly ever talk about ourselves, toot our 
horn,” museum director Dr. Reese 
Barrick recently stated to museum 
staffers, “and that’s unfortunate.”  
“Sometimes chest-pounding and other 
forms of  self-aggrandizement are 
acceptable and expected behaviors,” his 
predecessor, Dr. Jerry R. Choate, once 
wrote.  We think this issue is one such 
form, that it ameliorates the situation a 
bit, but it’s like texting while driving:  
Mustn’t get too distracted; we’ve got our 
eyes on even more accomplishments as 
we head down Route 2011!     
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Sternberg Museum of  Natural 
History celebrated its anniversary 
with a big splash. Eleven years to 
the day after opening its doors to 
the public, the museum premiered 
the blockbuster exhibition The 
Science of  SuperCroc.

The exhibition told the story of  
Sarcosuchus (SAR-koh-SUE-kus), 
the largest crocodile that ever 
prowled the planet. This huge 
animal lived in the tropical rivers 
that meandered across northern 
Africa 110 million years ago. It fed 
on giant fishes or unsuspecting 
dinosaurs that ventured too close to 
its watery lair. Little was known of  
Sarcosuchus until Dr. Paul Sereno 
of  Project Exploration led 
expeditions to the Sahara Desert in 
1997 and 2000. These expeditions 
yielded partial skeletons and 
numerous skulls of  Sarcosuchus, 20 
tons of  other fossils, a National 
Geographic documentary, and a 
traveling exhibition.

The exhibition featured a six-foot 
original fossil skull of  Sarcosuchus. 
A 40-foot SuperCroc skeleton faced 
off  against a 35-foot crocodile-
mimic dinosaur, Suchomimus 
(SUE-koh-MY-mus). A fleshed out 
reconstruction of  the ten-ton 
SuperCroc helped visitors visualize 
its long-lost world, while an original 

expedition tent, field gear, and Dr. 
Sereno’s audio journal gave them 
feel for what it takes to run a four-
month expedition to the world’s 
largest desert. Sternberg Museum 
staff  augmented the exhibit, 
creating diorama environments for 
various exhibit elements, dramatic 
lighting effects, and other thematic 
elements. Exhibit technicians from 
Project Exploration were 
impressed, commenting that 
Sternberg Museum had done more 
to enhance the exhibit presentation 
than any other venue had ever 
done.

The museum partnered with the 
FHSU Creative Arts Society, a 
student organization, to produce 
the CrocCrawl. This public art 
project yielded a series of  crocodile-
themed sculptures that populated 
the sidewalks of  downtown Hays 
during the Hays Arts Council’s 
spring and summer Gallery Walks 
and were scattered through the 
museum galleries at other times. 

Other educational programming 
included an evening presentation by 
Dr. Paul Sereno, a dinosaur 
sculpting class taught by Gary 
Staab (the paleoartist who sculpted 
the exhibition’s reconstructed 
crocodile), kid’s story hours and 

craft activities every weekend, and 
two SuperCroc carnivals.

SuperCroc had a super impact. 
Almost 34,000 people explored the 
exhibition during its five-month 
run. This included more than 2,500 
on school field trips.

A Super Exhibition 
SUPERCROC
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John Cody’s Moths
Dr. John Cody is a retired psychiatrist and talented artist. 
The exquisite watercolors he paints focus almost exclusively 
on his lifelong passion, the saturniid moths (also known as 
giant silk moths or emperor moths). His paintings have hung 
in galleries and been reproduced in publications around the 
world and he’s earned the nickname “the Audubon of  
Moths.” 

In 2005 Sternberg Museum mounted a major exhibition of  
Cody’s works. It was the largest exhibition of  Cody’s works 
to date. In Cody’s opinion, it was also the best, surpassing 
exhibitions in such prestigious places as the American 
Museum of  Natural History and the Smithsonian 
Institution. Following the close of  that exhibition, Sternberg 
initiated a smaller, ongoing display of  Cody’s works that 
included the world premier of  each new watercolor Dr. 
Cody painted. 

So when Cody discussed his artistic legacy with his family, 
Sternberg Museum was part of  the conversation, and his 
daughter, Andrea Russell, decided to donate 15 original 
paintings from her collection to the museum. In September, 
Sternberg Museum mounted a second major exhibition of  
Cody’s works featuring the donated paintings. The 
exhibition also included books authored by Dr. Cody, objects 
decorated with his moth images, and wild silk artifacts. The 
silk artifacts had been donated to Sternberg Museum by Dr. 
Richard Peigler, a saturniid research scientist and friend of  
Dr. Cody’s.

The cecropia moth John Cody 
discovered outside his 

apartment building when he 
was 5 years old sparked a 

lifelong passion for saturniid 
moths.
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The year 2010 began with a major 
project for the exhibits department—
dismantling the Museum Memories: A 
Centennial Exhibition gallery and 
finding appropriate homes for the 
historical, archeological, and 
ethnological objects on display and the 
many more still in storage facilities on 
campus. This project addressed issues 
that had been unresolved since 1994. 
That year, Sternberg Museum of  
Natural History was established with 
the formal merger of  two campus 
museums, Sternberg Memorial 
Museum and the Museum of  the High 
Plains. The mission of  the combined 
museums focused on the strengths they 
shared and that made them stand out 
from other museums in the region—the 
natural sciences. 

While Sternberg Memorial Museum 
had also acquired historical, 
archeological, and ethnographic 
objects over the years, no curators or 
other subject-matter specialists were 
researching or actively organizing those 
collections. Numerous historical 
societies and museums existed in the 
region and Sternberg administrators 
decided to support rather than compete 
with them. These collections were 
valuable to the community and 
deserved a home where they would be 
the focus of  research, education, and 
preservation efforts. Unfortunately, 
transferring these collections to other 
institutions at the time of  the merger 
proved difficult, so the collections 
languished in storage for several years.

In 2002, museum volunteers created 
the Museum Memories exhibition in 
conjunction with Fort Hays State 
University’s centennial celebration. 
This temporary exhibition gave visitors 

another look at some of  the objects 
they might remember from the old 
campus museum. After the centennial 
celebration ended, the temporary 
exhibition continued on and the 
mismatched collections remained in 
limbo.

In 2009, when Dr. Reese Barrick 
became the new museum director, he 
resolved to settle the lingering 
collections issue. Discussions began 
with other university departments and 
area historical societies to find good 
homes for objects that did not fit 
Sternberg Museum’s natural history 
mission. Museum staff  went through 
the collections carefully to identify the 
best home for each object. Transferring 
these collections would fulfill several 
goals: 1) better preserve the collections, 
2) increase the potential for utilization 
of  the collections and access by the 
public, 3) advance the missions of  the 
various groups involved, and 4) expand 
the cultural resources within the 
community as a whole to enhance 
tourism and the potential for economic 
development. The primary collections 
recipients were Ellis County Historical 
Society (for objects related to county 
history), University Archives (for 
objects related to university history), 
and the Department of  Art (for 
archeological and ethnological objects 
related to decorative arts). Sternberg 
Museum retained historical, art, and 
other objects that help interpret natural 
history themes or tell the story of  the 
museum.

Dismantling the Museum Memories 
exhibition cleared about 4,500 square 
feet of  gallery space for development as 
permanent exhibits. But permanent 
exhibits don’t happen overnight. So 

what do you do with all that space in 
the interim? It’s a challenge, but also an 
opportunity. Sternberg Museum took 
advantage of  that opportunity with 
extended bookings of  two major 
traveling exhibitions, The Science of  
SuperCroc and Hatching the Past: 
Dinosaur Eggs and Babies.

A Big Move

Calendar of  Events

• Alligator Aquarium Exhibit Opening
	 March 4th

• Dino Train Adventure Day
	 March 12th 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

• Nature Trail Demonstration Burn
	 TBA

• Lobby Sea Monster Opening
	 April 21st
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Excavations Gift Shop 
Completes Record Year

Despite the economic slump and continued 
forecasts of  anticipated declining sales in 
the tourism industry, Excavations Gift Shop 
experienced one the most profitable years in 
recent history. The increased visitation 
experienced with the SuperCroc exhibition 
coupled with adjustments in the store’s 
inventory strategy resulted in a 37.1% 
increase in annual sales. Gross sales for the 
2010 calendar year totaled $120,605, up 
from $87,972 the pervious year. This 
translated into a 42% increase in net profit 
compared to 2009. Profits from the museum 
store help with the funding of  new 
permanent and temporary exhibitions and 
museum programs. 

During the past two years, store sales at 
Sternberg Museum have continued to 
remain favorable. In 2008, forecasters had 
predicted that, although tourists would 
continue to take an annual “family 
vacation,” they would be forced to make 
adjustments to cut back on expenses. Cross-
country vacations would be replaced by 
shorter regional trips referred to as stay-
cations. Souvenir and gift shops would 
suffer as tourists could easily forego the 
purchase of  non-essential souvenirs to offset 
the increased cost of  fuel and food.  
Nevertheless, Sternberg Museum gift shop 
annual sales have increased by 79.75% 
since 2008. In addition, Sternberg 
Museum’s average sales-per-visitor steadily 
remain at 30-40% above the industry 
average.

Sternberg Membership 
Program Goes Hi-Tech
In 2010, the Sternberg Museum 
Membership Program (formerly known as 
the Sternberg Museum Association) 
underwent its most major revision since 
1999. Membership levels in the general 
(non-corporate) program were restructured 
to eliminate confusion and create additional 
benefits. In addition to regular benefits, 
members in the upper tiers are now treated 
to a private behind-the-scenes tour of  the 
collections area to get a first hand look at 
some the improvements to the collections 
space as well as a possible sneak-peek at 
new finds. 

For those who like to keep on top of  recent 
news, a museum list-serve is now available 
for all current members. Aside from 
keeping abreast of  the latest happenings at 
the museum, list-serve members will also 
receive advance notice of  programs and 
classes for youth and adults. To be included,  
simply give us your e-mail address when 
you renew or contact the museum educator 
at bcbartels@fhsu.edu. 

In addition to improvements in the general 
membership program, the museum now 
offers several levels of  Corporate 
Sponsorships for your business. Besides 
valuable advertising opportunities, benefits 
range from free passes for you and your 
employees to a private dinner with the 
museum director. For more information, 
contact Dr. Reese Barrick, museum director 
at rebarrick@fhsu.edu .  

Excavations Gift Shop
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Museum Hours
Tues.- Sat.: 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Sun.: 1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Admission Prices
$8 adults (ages 13 - 59)
$6 seniors (age 60+)
$5 youth (ages 4 - 12)
$4 FHSU students with valid ID 
card
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