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As the Education Department gets ready to launch exciting, new field camps, the summer excitement also 
carries over into the scientific research collections. The museum wet collection room is about to undergo a 
major renovation. The room, which houses all of the scientific research specimens that are preserved and 
stored in jars, buckets, vials, and tanks of alcohol, is getting much-needed upgrades to storage capacity. The 
collection is comprised of Ichthyology (fish), Herpetology (amphibians, reptiles, turtles, crocodilians), 
Mammalogy (mammals), Entomology (insects) and Invertebrate Zoology (mussels, crustaceans, and other 
arthropods) specimens. The wet collection has been home to over 40,000 cataloged individuals or lots, but 
space for adequate storage has quickly disappeared over the last few years. The Ichthyology collection has 
been growing by leaps and bounds because of two contracts for the deposition of voucher specimens: one with 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service out of Nebraska, and a second with the Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks, 
and Tourism. It is this second contract that has provided the funds for the storage upgrade. The room has been 
cleared out and is awaiting construction which will begin in mid-June. The new shelves will be comprised of 
compactor shelving units that can compressed, leaving only an aisle where one is needed for accessing certain 
specimens. The shelves also will be nine feet tall, taking advantage of as much space as possible. These 
upgrades should give the wet collection at least five times the storage capacity of the old system. Aside from 
the added efficiency, the room also will be more aesthetically pleasing, as a wall has been erected, and the 
room has been painted. We are excited to continue building and growing the research collections and will be 
very proud of our state-of-the-art shelving system! Be sure to look for a story in the July or August newsletter, 
as this project reaches completion!

Curtis J. Schmidt
Zoological Collections Manager

Wet Collection Room Prepares for Face-lift

Wet collection room all cleared out and 

awaiting the new storage units! 

The old storage units lining the 

hallways in the basement of the 

museum.

Research specimens awaiting their new home!
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Update on Summer Camps

Summer Programs at the Sternberg Museum
The list of summer programs at the Sternberg Museum is sure to keep everyone busy and engaged from June - August! 

Registration forms for these events are online or at the museum. Here is a list of the programs that we are offering in 

June. For more information about any of these programs call 785-628-5506 or visit www.sternberg.fhsu.edu! 

Turtle Time - June 3, 2014 (3:00 - 5:00 PM) Discover how turtles came to be turtles. Construct your own turtle one rib at a time. Ever try a 

turtle biscuit?  Ages 5-12. $6 for members. $10 for public.

Bone-Anza - June 20, 2014 (6:00 - 10:00 PM) Big bones! Little bones! Old bones! New bones! Do you ‘dig’ bones? Do you want to? Bona 

fid dinner included! Ages 5-12. $15 for members. $20 for public.

What’s in my Water? - June 24, 2014 (3:00 - 5:00 PM) Wear grubby clothes! We will collect pond water and see how much life we can 

find under the microscope! What’s in my jello? Ages 5-12. $6 for members. $10 for public.

Family Shark Tooth’n - June 29, 2014 (4:00 - 8:30 PM) At least one parent must attend and each family needs their own vehicle. We will 

leave at 4:00 and drive to the site. Ian Trevethan will give a paleontological overview of the area while we dine on sack lunches. We will 

hunt for shark teeth and fossils for the rest of the evening! All ages. $15 for members. $20 for public.

We are still excitedly preparing for our wide array of summer camps! Two of our camps are all filled up: Fun with Fossils and Junior 

Reptiles and Amphibians.  If your child has his or her heart set on one of those camps, you may still be placed on a waiting list or 

register for another camp in his or her age group. The rest of our camps still have openings, so keep registering!  There is still one 

full ride scholarship to the high school level paleontology camp! Check out the camps section of our website to find out more or call 

David Levering at 785-628-5502 if you have any questions! 

Camping and excavation equipment that we have 

been able to purchase with the help of our 

RocketHub donors continues to arrive! Thank you to 

all of our donors and supporters!  

http://www.sternberg.fhsu.edu
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Dr. John Cody and the Hercules Moth Specimen

Discovery Under the Dome...
Adventure Opportunities in June

We're looking for pictures of Kansas outdoor natural history that you are willing to share with us. 
The best pictures may be featured in our soon-to-be-released Sternberg Science Camps catalog, 
and be posted in a special album on our Facebook page!! Any pictures of plants, scenery, wildlife, 
geology, or fossils are welcome! Yes, it's okay if there are people in the pictures! Please include a 
description of what the picture is of. 

Send your submissions to dalevering@FHSU.edu, and we’ll get them up on our page right quick.

Show us your best shot(s)!

Photo By: Neil Deaker

Photo By: Kris Super

Exhibit Opening: Be the Dinosaur
Life in the Cretaceous

Our summer 2014 traveling exhibit has arrived! Fun for all ages can be found in this interactive exhibit 

including video game technology and other interactive components. Become either a T. Rex or a Triceratops 

and use the senses that they used in the Cretaceous to survive a virtual Cretaceous world. Be sure to visit this 

exhibit at least once before September first. The whole family can learn and enjoy this incredible exhibit. 
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