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Many changes abound are happening at the 
Sternberg Museum of  Natural History.  “The 
lobby has an exciting new feel and represents 
some prehistoric feel for which the museum is 
known,” said Reese Barrick, director of  the 
Sternberg Museum.  An Alligator Snapping 
Turtle, Alligator Garfish, and an American 
Alligator have made the Sternberg Museum their 
new home. 1200-gallon tanks have been installed 
in the lobby for visitors to gaze at the alligators as 
they grow to tremendous sizes. All three have a 
prehistoric look, and have a fossil history back to 
the Cretaceous Period where they prowled the 
water during the dinosaur reign.  Alligator 
snapping turtles are the largest freshwater turtles 
in North America and can grow to reach 150-250 
lbs. The Alligator Gars we have obtained are only 
6 inches long, but they grow fast.  They can weigh 
up to 350 lbs. Typical American Alligators can 
grow to be 12-14 feet long.  The largest recorded 
alligator grew to be 19 feet and over 1000 lbs. 
They are all are predators that will eat about 
anything they can catch. Come check them out! 

The Columbian Mammoth that has been in the 
lobby ever since the museum opened in 1991 has 
stomped its way up to the second floor. A sea-
fearing plesiosaur called a brachauchenius has 
replaced it.  A black, green and yellow 24-foot 
long top predator that roamed the Kansas seaway 
85 million years ago during the Cretaceous 
period is hanging down from the ceiling 
swimming straight at you as you open the doors 
to the museum.  This intimidating sea monster 
ate large fish, sharks, and even mosasaurs.  Kids 
can experience being a paleontologist, and 
uncover the fossilized plesiosaur in the new dig pit 
that was recently opened.   
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Charlie Brown is in trouble with the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), Lucy knows the Earth has 48 
suns, and Snoopy and Linus are 
planting french fries in the garden. 
These are just a few of  the 
misadventures and explanations 
gone wrong as the Peanuts Gang 
explores the natural world—what 
other trouble will they find?!

Peanuts… Naturally, began its 
national tour on Earth Day at 
Sternberg Museum of  Natural 
History on Earth Day, 2011. The 
exhibition takes a light-hearted look 
at Charles Schulz’s exploration of  
the natural world through Peanuts 
comic strips, videos, objects, and 
interactive stations. Visitors get a 
Peanuts-eye view of  the universe, 
“web of  nature,” trees, birds, the 
elements (snow, wind, rain, and 
clouds), gardening, and Charlie 
Brown’s EPA escapade. More 
scientifically-oriented interactive 
stations allow kids of  all ages, from 
pre-school to adults, to learn more 
about and appreciate the wonders 
of  the natural world. 

Schulz, who created the Peanuts 
comic strip for nearly 50 years, was 
immensely curious, an avid reader, 
and took a keen interest in the latest 
research findings in a variety of  
fields. It is not a surprise that many 

of  these findings and facts found 
their way into Schulz’s comic strip 
carefully interpreted through his 
characters’ unique, and sometimes 
wacky, understanding of  their 
world. 

Various objects from the scientific 
collections of  Sternberg Museum, 
the personal memorabilia 
collections of  local Peanuts 
collectors, and art and craft projects  
created by museum visitors 
supplement the exhibition. The 
exhibition teaches visitors how to 
draw peanuts characters and invites 
them to make craft projects that 
express how they help the Earth. 
Visitors can take their creations 
home with them or leave them to 
be included changing museum 
displays.

Peanuts… Naturally is organized and 
toured by the Charles M. Schulz 
Museum and Research Center, 
Santa Rosa, California. It is 
sponsored locally by McDonalds of  
Hays, WaKeeney, and Russell; 
Eagle Communications; and 
Western Beverage.

A Super Exhibition 
PEANUTS...NATURALLY

http://sternberg.fhsu.edu
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Sternberg Going Wild

There are many changes going on at Sternberg, but this time not in the Museum.  Many people are unaware 
that the Museum owns the adjacent 22 acres of  grassland, riparian area, and even a pond just west of  the Museum 
building.  With financial assistance in the form of  an EPA Environmental Education Grant, and with help from Fort 
Hays State University and the Kansas State University Big Creek Middle Smoky Hill River WRAPS project, community 
residents and students will soon have a permanent place to go study nature.  What has been called the Sternberg 
Outdoor Classroom by many local residents will consist of  everything that nature has to offer in the area.

The project began in the fall of  2010 and will continue until September 30, 2011.  There have been many major 
changes to the property including the removal of  hundreds of  invasive deciduous trees and Eastern Red Cedars, a 
prescribed burn of  10 acres to remove unwanted vegetation and clear the landscape for reseeding of  native grasses and 
wildflowers, and the planting of  nearly 1,100 native trees and shrubs to enhance aesthetics and wildlife habitat in the 
area.  Projects on the horizon include the construction of  a small native limestone amphitheater overlooking the pond, 
the installation of  nearly 2 miles of  walking trails, multiple bird watching stations, log benches for residents to sit and 
enjoy nature, and a gazebo/kiosk that will share the features of  the landscape and house much of  the educational 
information.

Once this project is complete, everyone will have the chance to freely walk through and learn about natural habitats and 
the dynamics that make them so intriguing.  Whether sitting down at the amphitheater or on a log bench, residents can 
relax in nature.  The project groups plan to have the trail system ready to use by mid June for the general public, 
however most of  the educational information that will make the project interactive will not be completed until the 
beginning of  the fall 2011 school year.  An open house is planned for Saturday, August 13th, so mark your calendars for a 
fun-filled day at the Sternberg Outdoor Classroom. For questions or comments please visit 
www.MyKansasWatershed.com/OutdoorClass or contact James Leiker at jaleiker@ksu.edu.

http://sternberg.fhsu.edu
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The Sternberg Museum’s Discovery Room and Education Department held a 
‘Cretaceous Carnival’ on Sunday April 3rd 2011.  The carnival was very successful.  
All of  the children’s favorite games were brought out; Rock Monster, the Frog’s 
Tongue, Flip Flop Frog and the Dinosaur Egg Hunt to name a few.  There was a 
new game this year, Fido Catch, where children attempted to throw a bone into a 
T-rex’s mouth. A huge blue handmade stuffed dinosaur was the most desired prize 
of  the day. Children and adults alike had a very good time.  
  
This annual carnival raises money for the Discovery Room and supplies for our 
education programs.  The Discovery Room animals and area children all benefit 
from the money raised.  It takes a lot of  work to hold a carnival.  We could not do 
this without help and support from the community. One of  the biggest hits at the 
carnival this year were the FHSU football players who helped run some of  the 
games and manned the prize-tables.  We had over 100 hundred volunteers put in 
almost 600 hours to put on this carnival.  We also had generous sponsors.  Please 
thank Dillon’s, J C Penney’s, 
McDonald’s, Walgreen Drug 
Store, and Wal-Mart of  Hays 
and the Dream Theatre of  
Russell when you patronize 
their stores.  We hope to see all 
of  you again next year!

CRETACEOUS CARNIVAL

Calendar of  
Events

• June 25: Science 
of Rainbows

• July 2nd: Kite 
Flying 

• July 8-July 9: The 
Adventurers 
Quest for the 
Golden Dinosaur

• July 22-July 23: 
Sea Monster 
Sleepover

• August 1-August 
5: Paleontology 
Day Camp

• August 12-August 
13: Dinosaur 
Sleepover

• August 13: Nature 
Trail Opens and 
Kick-Off Event

• August 20: Marvel 
of the Monarch 
Migration

http://sternberg.fhsu.edu
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Karen Johnson: Shultz Museum Director

The new exhibit, Peanuts…Naturally, is now opened at the 
Sternberg Museum of  Natural History   A VIP Dinner was 
hosted by the Sternberg Museum on Monday, April 18th.  
Director of  the Charles M Schulz Museum, Karen Johnson,  
spoke at the event.  She is a very popular and dynamic 
speaker, panelist, consultant and trainer for a variety of  
events throughout the United States. She is known for her 
expertise in the area of  fundraising, board development and 
community corporate responsibility.  In June of  2000, Karen 
was a keynote speaker along with President Bush and Collin 
Powell at the National Community Service Conference in 
Florida.  She is now the second Director at the Charles M 
Schulz Museum. 

Karen Johnson is very involved with the Schulz family, and 
was a great aspect to the new exhibit and event.  She spoke 
about Charles Schulz who is also known as, Sparky, his life 
growing up, his works of  art developing the Peanuts comic 
strips, and the opening of  the Charles M Schulz Museum in 
Sonoma County, California.  After the dinner and 
presentation, guests were able to get a “sneak peak” of  the 
new Peanuts…Naturally exhibit, and explore the wonders of  
nature and recycling.  

http://sternberg.fhsu.edu
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Kansas Wetlands Education Center
SUMMER HEATS UP AT KWEC

The summer months may be some of  the dullest at Cheyenne Bottoms, in terms of  wildlife:  birds have 
already migrated through the area and the heat often puts other resident wildlife into a cycle nighttime 
activity.  However, the summer is a great opportunity for educational programs at the Kansas Wetlands 
Education Center.  This year, as in the past, Pam Martin, Educator for the KDWP/KWEC, will offer a 
summer set of  programs.  This year’s programs are scheduled for each Thursday in July.  During these 
programs, children will be able to learn about various wildlife and outdoor education.  Summer 
programs are divided into 2 age groups.  Ages 4-7 are from 10:30-11:30 and Ages 8-12 are from 
2:00-3:00.  Also available to area children this summer are 2 Naturalist Day Camps.  These camps will 
be offered through the Great Bend Recreation Commission, but will involve full days of  activities at the 
KWEC.  The first Day Camp will focus on Terrestrial organisms and is on June 24.  The second Day 
Camp is an Aquatic organism camp and is on July 15.  Contact the KWEC at 877-243-9268 for more 
information about these Summer programs.

http://sternberg.fhsu.edu
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Kansas Wetlands Education Center
KWEC UNVEILS NEW WEBSITE

Web surfers will notice a big change to the Kansas Wetlands Education Center’s website.  As of  April, a 
new website has been created and loaded onto the FHSU server for the KWEC.  “The previous site was 
created before the Center opened, and it needed to be updated,” explained Curtis Wolf, KWEC site 
manager. “We were fortunate enough to have the talent already on staff  to be able to develop the new 
site.”  Scott Schmidt, KWEC Graduate Wetlands Assistant, has experience in developing websites and 
took on the task of  overhauling the KWEC site.  “We tried to develop and incorporate the KWEC brand 
into the new site as well as many of  the features we thought would make the site very user-friendly.  We 
also hope that the site is inviting to all patrons that are planning a visit to the KWEC,” said Wolf.  The 
new site has an event calendar, webpages for KWEC programs, Cheyenne Bottoms birding, and hunting.  
The new website can be viewed at http://wetlandscenter.fhsu.edu.  

http://sternberg.fhsu.edu
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Building on the success of  the past, 
birdwatchers flocked to central Kansas 
for the 2011 Wings N Wetlands 
Festival.  The festival was held April 
29-May 1, and offered participants a 
unique opportunity to bird two of  the 
best birding spots in the region, 
Cheyenne Bottoms and Quivira 
National Wildlife Refuge.

Beyond the great guided birding trips, 
the weekend festivities also included 
fun workshops, relaxing socials, and 
opportunities to experience area 
attractions along the Wetlands and 
Wildlife National Scenic Byway.  
Events took place at the Kansas 
Wetlands Education Center at 
Cheyenne Bottoms and the Best 
Western Courtyard in Great Bend; 
however many of  the Byway 
communities also showcased their 
attractions to festival goers during pre 
and post festival events.

“We had 189 participants registered, 
representing 16 different states,” said 

Curtis Wolf, site manager of  the 
KWEC.  “We are excited to be able to 
bring a diverse crowd of  birders into 
the area to experience our wetlands as 
well as our area communities.”  The 
KWEC is spearheading the 
organization of  this year’s Festival.

Cheyenne Bottoms and Quivira 
National Wildlife Refuge are two 
Wetlands of  International Importance 
and provide thousands of  birds a 
stopover along their North and South 
migration routes.  The festival dates 
coincide with the historical peak of  
shorebird migration, which provides 
opportunities to see numerous 
sandpipers, plovers, wading birds, and 
waterfowl.  In all, 183 species of  birds 
were recorded for the weekend.  
Notable species that were seen were 
thousands of  long-billed dowitchers, 
numerous snowy and piping plovers, a 
buff-breasted sandpiper, an Iceland 
gull, and some great views of  peregrine 
falcons. 

Participants included both novice and 
experienced birders.  “There is 
something for birders of  all levels.   
The main goal of  the festival is to get 
people into the area and have fun, 
“explained Wolf.  

The KWEC is excited to organize this 
event in conjunction with the Kansas 
Department of  Wildlife and Parks, The 
Nature Conservancy, and the Great 
Bend Convention and Visitors Bureau.  
Other sponsors of  the festival include 
the City of  Great Bend, Barton 
County, and the communities of  the 
Wetlands and Wildlife National Scenic 
Byway.

KWEC Hosts Wings N Wetlands Festival
APRIL 29-MAY 1, 2011

http://sternberg.fhsu.edu
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Memorial Day weekend will see the 
opening of  a pair of  small 
temporary exhibitions at Sternberg 
Museum of  Natural History. These 
exhibitions focus on our 
understanding of  the diversity of  
life on Earth, from early studies that 
helped illuminate the source of  that 
diversity to recent investigations 
that reveal threats to it.

The Grandeur of  Life celebrates the 
work of  Charles Darwin. Darwin 
began his scientific career as a 
naturalist, as someone who 
collected plant and animal 
specimens, studied and recorded 
the details of  their structures, and 
attempted to identify and classify 
them. He thus worked within a 
framework that was known as 
natural history. Natural history 
had a venerable pedigree, with its 
roots in Aristotle, but it especially 
flourished and matured in the four 
centuries before Darwin published 
his theory of  evolution by natural 
selection in the Origin of  Species. 
The Linda Hall Library, in Kansas 
City, Missouri, created this 
exhibition showcasing the tradition 
out of  which Darwin’s theory 
evolved. It features illustrations 
from rare books in the library’s 
History of  Science Collection. 
These books are not only important 
intellectually, but are also some of  

the most beautiful books ever 
produced. “There is grandeur in 
this view of  life,” Darwin remarked 
in the last sentence of  the Origin of  
Species. This exhibition captures 
some of  the grandeur of  life, and of 
Darwin’s great achievement.

Diversity Endangered explores the 
ongoing threat of  diminished 
biodiversity. A dazzling diversity of  
plants and animals inhabit the 

earth, creating a rich natural world 
without which our lives would be 
impossible. Human activities 
threaten this diversity. This 
exhibition, created by the 
Smithsonian institution, examines 

the issues surrounding the problem 
and illustrates some of  the ways 
each of  us can make a difference. 
This exhibition was initially shown 
at Sternberg Museum in early 2005 
and returns this summer for an 
encore presentation.

Double Feature
THE GRANDEUR OF LIFE AND DIVERSITY ENDANGERED

http://sternberg.fhsu.edu
http://sternberg.fhsu.edu
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The museum is will be making 
several changes in staff  this 
summer.  Brian Bartels, the 
Education Director for the past 4 
years has left the museum for a 
career opportunity with Kansas 
Department of  Wildlife and Parks 
in Pratt to serve as an ecologist.  
This is a great opportunity for 
Brian and we wish him the best in 
this new venture and also expect 
to see work with him regularly as 
he will be located only 2 hrs from 
the museum.  Brian was a favorite 
of  kids and parents alike and 
created some of  the well-liked fun 
events at the museum, such as the 
recent Frog-a-Palooza.  Brian’s 
love of  nature, especially snakes 
and birds was a trait that made 
him a passionate natural history 
educator and will also serve him 
well as the ecologist for the 
KDWP.   Don’t expect things to 
slow down while we are searching 
for a new Education Director!  
We are fortunate to have Ian 
Trevathan, a paleontology 
graduate student filling in as our 
educator this summer.  If  you or 
your kids wanted a look into being 
a paleontologist, this is your 

summer to head to the museum.  
Ian has several events including 
three museum sleepovers.  Sea 
monsters includes a fossil hunting 
expedition on Saturday and 
includes the whole family and is 
scheduled for this July.  The 
Adventurers: Quest for the 
Golden Dinosaur (an Indiana 
Jones style dino adventure, and 
The Great Dinosaur Expedition 
which includes learning to 
excavate a dinosaur are a 
paleontology oriented sleepovers 
oriented for elementary age kids 
are also scheduled for this 
summer.  In addition, there will be 
a paleontology day camp from 
Aug.1st-5th. For more information 
and costs for these events call Ian 
at (785) 639-5249.  From 1 to 3 
pm every Monday, Wednesday, 
and Friday this summer, we will 
be offering regular programs for 
kids and adults alike.  Fridays will 
explore Freaky Forms, animals 
that have very strange features, 
sizes or shapes.  Wednesdays will 
focus on fossils, including how 
fossils are formed and what they 
can tell us about the animals and 
worlds that they represent!  
Mondays will be an exploration of 
the animal kingdom including 
species native to Kansas.  These 
programs are available for the 
price of  admission and are free to 
members!  Each week the topic 
will change for each theme, 
creating a summer of  fun.  

In addition, the museum will be 
hiring a zoology collections 
manager this summer.  Did you 
know that the museum maintains 

collections of  over 40,000 
mammals, 100.000 fish, 16,000 
lizards, snakes and amphibians as 
well as over 100,000 insects?  The 
collections manager is responsible 
for the care and growth of  these 
collections, working with scientists  
in providing data and specimens 
for research on diversity and 
ecology of  animals of  the Great 
Plains.   The collections manager 
also is responsible for training 
graduate student curatorial 
assistants in the management of  
museum collections.  The 
collections manager will work 
with the education and exhibits 
departments in providing 
expertise and specimens in 
developing new exhibits and 
educational programs. 

Things at the Sternberg are 
changing but growing full steam 
ahead this summer.  Drop in and 
check us out!

A Letter from the Director

http://sternberg.fhsu.edu
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Excavations Gift Shop
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New arrivals at Excavations Gift Shop this month include the long-awaited 
book, “Bats of  Kansas” published by the Indiana State University Center 
for North American Bat Research and Conservation. “Bats of  Kansas” is 
authored by Dale W. Sparks, Fort Hays State University graduate; Curtis J. 
Schmidt, Sternberg Museum Collections Manager, and the late Dr.  Jerry R. 
Choate, former director of  the Sternberg Museum and FHSU professor of  
biology.

Who is the number one predator of  bats? How common is rabies among 
bats? Do bats have radar? The book provides answers to these questions and 
more about Kansas’s only flying mammal. “Bats of  Kansas” is 60-pages 
packed with full-color illustrations and charts and is a must-have for 
naturalists of  all ages.

Another recent arrival is the “8 Wonders of  Kansas Guidebook” by Marci 
Penner, executive director of  the Kansas Sampler Foundation. The 
guidebook provides a synopsis of  the 8 Wonders of  Kansas along with the 8 
winners in each of  the Rural Culture Elements of  Kansas: Architecture, Art, 
Commerce, Cuisine, Customs, Geography, History, and People. Finalists in 
each of  these categories are also included for a total of  270 pages of  striking 
full-color photography and narratives about 216 of  the hidden treasures of  
our state. Proceeds from the sale of  the book support the mission of  the 
Kansas Sampler Foundation along with providing financial support to 
Kansas attractions.

http://sternberg.fhsu.edu
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Museum Hours
Mon.- Sat.: 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Sun.: 1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Admission Prices
$8 adults (ages 13 - 59)
$6 seniors (age 60+)
$5 youth (ages 4 - 12)
$4 FHSU students with valid ID 
card
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