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Sternberg Museum 
Paleontology Camp for 

high school students 
returns this summer! 

(page 5)  

April 2017 Highlights: 
- Easter Egg Hunt (page 1) -  

- Kansas Past, Present, & Future (page 2) -

Special event for kids and families!  
- Friday Night at The Museum (page 3) - 
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Monday to Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Join us on April 30th from 1-5pm for a special community event at the Sternberg 
Museum! We will be exploring the habitats and ecosystems of Kansas through 
time, from our oldest rocks and fossils to what the future could hold.  
 
There will be educational stations and crafts set up around the Museum for 
visitors to check out, with staff on hand to discuss specimens and answer 
questions. This will be a fun, fascinating event for visitors of all ages. We can’t wait 
to see you there!
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Kansas Ecosystems:

Past,
Present,

and Future!

Come to the Sternberg and learn about
Kansas’ ecosystems through time!

Sunday, April 30th

1 PM to 5 PM
Fun For All Ages!

TM
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Natural History 
Preschool with 

Thea

Natural History 
Preschool with 

Thea

Don’t Forget! 
The Museum is open on 
Mondays! Happy spring 

everyone!

Adventures 
& 

Activities

Adventures 
& 

Activities

Adventures 
& 

Activities

Adventures 
& 

Activities

Friday Night at 
the Museum

Spring Gala

April Friday Night at 
the Museum

Join us at the Museum on Friday, April 
21st from 6:00pm - 9:00pm for some 

great science games and activites around 
the Museum! Snacks included. 

For more information, including how 
to register, contact Ian Trevethan 

(IJTrevethan@FHSU.edu)
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Easter Egg 
Hunt

Kansas Ecosystems:

Past,
Present,

and Future!

Come to the Sternberg and learn about
Kansas’ ecosystems through time!

Sunday, April 30th

1 PM to 5 PM
Fun For All Ages!

TM

Kansas Past, 
Present, and 

Future

/mailto/IJTrevethan@FHSU.edu


Monday to Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
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Excavations Gift Shop
Excavations Gift Shop offers a variety of unique, educational, 
and entertaining merchandise for all ages. We are currently 
expanding our selection of books including subjects such 
as Kansas history, nature, science, field guides and hard 
to find titles for serious paleontologists. We also offer a 
wide variety of toys, gifts, souvenirs, and jewelry – all at 
reasonable prices. Check this column in your newsletter for 
specials and new items. Don’t forget, Sternberg Museum 
members receive 10% off of their purchase. 

Natural History Preschool 
With Thea!

ADVENTURES 
AND ACTIVITIES
Our Afterschool Adventures and Activities 
program for K-5 aged students has started 
off the new year with 
great attendance and 
lots of fun! So far, 
our young Sternberg 
Museum explorers 
have learned about 
what kinds of things 
are housed in our 
museum, ancient 
marine reptiles, and 
the secret lives of 
honey bees! 

The Adventures and Activities program 
is offered every Tuesday afternoon, from 
3:30-5:00pm, when USD 489 is in session. 
Admission for the program is $5.00 for 
museum members and $7.00 for the 
general public. 
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Sternberg Natural History Film Festival 
7pm-9pm, May 25th-27th

Our annual natural history film festival returns this May, with an exciting line up 
of award winning nature and natural history films and documentaries. We will 
have scavenger hunts available for the kiddos (and adults), and staff on hand to 
answer questions attendees may have. If you are looking for a fun, fascinating 

evening activity, look no further! 
This free event is held in the Museum lobby. Light snacks and beverages provided. 

Sternberg Paleontology 
Camp for high schoolers

Earth science and life science come together this July 
in our two week high school paleontology camp! 
Join a group of exceptional students from around the 
country as we explore the paleontology and natural 
history of Kansas. Students will get to investigate the 
paleontology and ecology of ancient Kansas that once 
included a sea of sharks, flightless birds, and immense 
marine reptiles! Students will learn how to find and 
collect fossil material as paleontologists do, using 
the same tools as professional researchers. Students 
will learn to take field notes, use GPS units, map and 
compass skills, and proper methods of fossil collection 
to preserve as much information as possible.

Students will also spend four days working 
at the Sternberg Museum and at Fort Hays 
State University, in a laboratory portion 
of the camp. At the Sternberg Museum, 
students will learn about fossil preparation 
and museum fossil collections. Students 
will also be introduced to critical concepts 
and techniques in modern paleontology 
through guided exercises and discussions. 
We will also visit the comparative anatomy 
lab at FHSU to explore the evolution of the 
vertebrate skeleton.

http://sternberg.fhsu.edu/active-learning/camps/high-school/sternberg-paleontology-camp/


Monday to Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
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Exhibits Corner: 
Getting Ready for the Big Blink

A rare opportunity is coming to our neck of the woods. At mid-day on 
Monday, August 21, 2017, a total solar eclipse will briefly blot out the 
sun! The path of totality extends from Salem, Oregon, across the U.S., to 
Charleston, South Carolina. While Hays isn’t directly on that path, it’s just 
a short drive north. Sternberg Museum is developing a special exhibit to 
prepare our visitors for this celestial event and answer basic questions. 
WHERE can you see totality and how much of the sun will be covered in 
other places? WHEN exactly will it start, how long will it last, and when 
will it end? WHAT can you expect to see, hear, and feel; overhead, on the 
horizon, and in the environment around you? Some phenomena occur 
only during an eclipse. The experience varies depending on where you are. 
The center of totality offers the longest viewing time but the edge of totality 
highlights phenomena that some eclipse chasers prefer. HOW should you 
observe? Safety is a first concern. Learn what to do and what not to do. 
Learn how to make, or where to buy, simple equipment to extend your 
view. How should you try to preserve this fleeting moment? Should you try 
for a photographic record or just sear it in your memory? WHY do eclipses 
happen? Learn how the relative motions of Earth, moon, and sun cause 
different types of eclipses. Why are they rare—or are they? And the most 
important question: WHO should watch it? (The answer, of course, is: 
YOU!) This is a chance of a lifetime. It’s been almost 40 years since a total 
eclipse darkened any of the continental U.S. and 99 years since totality 
stretched coast-to-coast.
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The Dane G. Hansen Foundation has awarded the Sternberg Museum a matching grant to 
support renovating and updating equipment in the fossil prep lab.  For every dollar raised, 
the Hansen foundation will match it, up to $81,000. 

The fossil prep lab is an essential resource for education, research, and exhibits. This is 
where Museum staff, students, and volunteers clean, stabilize, and repair a fossil for long-
term preservation before it is ready for research or incorporation into exhibits.  Renovation 
plans include more than tripling the size of the lab to fit more people and projects. The 
larger lab will afford the opportunity to use the space as a hands-on classroom, host 
workshops, and train volunteers. Upgrading equipment will ensure that fossil specimens 
will be cleaned and readied for long-term storage or display using the most up-to-date 
techniques, and will also guarantee healthy and safe working conditions. Renovation plans 
also include integrating the lab more directly into exhibit space in the Cretaceous Seaway 
Fossil Gallery to enhance the visitor experience.

The Museum is currently working with the FHSU Foundation to raise funds so we can 
utilize all of the matching grant from the Hansen Foundation. If we can raise the full 
matching amount, this will cover the entire renovation budget. Proceeds from this year’s 
Spring Gala will also go towards matching funds. Businesses and individuals can make a 
tax-deductible contribution to the effort to improve education facilities at the Sternberg 
Museum by contacting the Fort Hays State University Foundation: http://foundation.fhsu.
edu/donate/ (select “Other” under Designation and specify Sternberg Museum), (785) 628-
5620, or foundation@fhsu.edu.

More information about the project can be found 
online (http://sternberg.fhsu.edu/paleopreplab/) or by 
contacting Dr. Laura Wilson, Curator of Paleontology  
(lewilson6@fhsu.edu; 785.639.6192).

Sternberg Museum Awarded Matching Grant 
for Paleontology Prep Lab Renovations
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Monday to Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

The Sternberg Science Camps have been a resounding success 
since their debut in 2014. From our elementary camps at the 
Sternberg Museum, to our middle and high school camps 
traveling all over Kansas and beyond, we have provided some 
incredible learning experiences for kids and teens. The middle 
and high school camps have been earning praise from students 
and parents from all over the United States! (We’ve had 
participants from KS, OK, CA, LA, MI, IL, OH, ME, LA, and 
NY!) 
 
We’re thrilled to be bringing back some of our best camps, and 
debut some new camp programs in 2017! Click the images below to learn more...

Sternberg Museum 
Science Camps

Education Through Adventure

Elementary Camps Middle School Camps

High School Camps
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http://sternberg.fhsu.edu/active-learning/camps/high-school
http://sternberg.fhsu.edu/active-learning/camps/middleschool/
http://sternberg.fhsu.edu/active-learning/camps/elementary/

