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Inside: find out how the two national 
grants awarded to the Sternberg Museum 
Paleontology Department in 2016 have 
been used!
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Paleo Lab Notes:

In 2016, the Sternberg Museum’s 
Paleontology Department was 
awarded two National Science 
Foundation grants to support 
collection improvement projects. 
“Implementation of a relational 
database for the Sternberg Museum 
paleontology collection” is funded 
though the Collections in Support 
of Biological Research program, 
and “ The Cretaceous World: 
Digitizing Fossils to Reconstruct 
Evolving Ecosystems in the 
Western Interior Seaway” is funded 
through the Advancing Digitization 
of Biodiversity Collections 
program. The collection staff has 
been working hard to refine and 
archive data, curate new specimens, 
photograph fossils, and build a database, so we wanted to update you on our 
progress!  

Over the course of the year, almost all of our hand-written legers have been 
transcribed into a digital format; they will soon be archived in a new database 
being tailored specifically for the Museum’s paleontology collection. Collection 
cabinets have been reorganized, specimens have been rehoused, and data 
tables have been cleaned up. 2,105 new specimens have been cataloged into 
the collection, bringing the curated total to 21,545 fossil specimens (19,147 
vertebrates and 2,398 invertebrates). 342 invertebrate fossil specimens have 
been photographed. We have presented project updates at two conferences: 
the Association for Materials and Methods in Paleontology and the Kansas 
Academy of Science. (Continued on page 2.)

2016 National Grants in Action
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Thanks to these grants, we have also been able to fund four graduate students 
and 11 undergraduate students to work in the paleontology collection and be 
trained in collection management and digitization techniques.  They have been 
exposed to primary research, new software programs, aspects of natural history 
previously unexplored, and have gained valuable experience working in groups, 
working individually, with recordkeeping, and in organization.

We still have two more years on both grants, so we are looking forward to 
continue collection improvement and working with new students.  In the next 
few weeks, we should be finalizing our new database, which will be accessible 
by the public via our website. For now, you can see some of the images of 
Sternberg Museum fossils on cretaceousatlas.org, and you can follow the paleo 
department on Twitter @FHSU_Paleo for collection updates. 

Paleo Lab Notes continued:

Mike Everhart, Adjunct Curator of Paleontology, and Dr. Laura Wilson, 
Chief Curator, will be appearing on Science Friday to talk about Kansas 
Paleontology. For those in the Wichita area, they will be recording live on 
September 9th at 7:00pm at the Orpheum Theater in Wichita.  Tickets and 
information here: http://kmuw.org/science-friday-live.

Special Note:
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Excavations Gift Shop
Are you ready for the Solar Eclipse August 21, 2017? 
Excavations Gift Shop is your one stop shop for your 
eclipse viewing supplies. We have paper and plastic framed 
viewing glasses, viewing guides and maps to help you get 
the most out of your experience. Our glasses meet the 
requirements of ISO 12312-2, Filters for Direct Observation 
of the Sun. After visiting “The Big Blink” exhibition, stop 
by Excavations Gift Shop and be ready for this once-in-a-
lifetime experience.
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Natural 
History for 
Preschoolers

Natural 
History for 
Preschoolers

Someday I’ll 
Fly

Check out photos from our summer science camps on instagram, twitter, and facebook! @SternbergMuseum
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Solar Eclipse Celebration
Monday, August 21, 2017

10:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

It’s been almost 40 years since a total solar eclipse has darkened any of the 
continental U.S. That will change this summer with what’s expected to be the most 
viewed total solar eclipse in human history. A 70-mile wide shadow of the moon 
will race coast to coast, from near Salem, Oregon, to Charleston, South Carolina. 
It passes a little more than 100 miles to the north. While Hays is not in the path of 
totality, we will experience a deep partial eclipse. The moon will cover about 95% of 
the sun during maximum eclipse at 12:59 p.m. Sternberg Museum is participating 
in this national event with a celebration of exhibits, activities, and programs; both 
indoors and out. Join us!

Activities include:
• The Big Blink, a special exhibition detailing the What, When, Where, Why, How, & 
Who of the total solar eclipse.
• Telescopes with various solar filters for viewing the partial eclipse, possible 
sunspots, and more.
• Play-with-sun-shadows interactive station.
• Planetarium shows.
• Large screen projection of NASA’s live feed as the eclipse progresses across the U.S. 
• Food trucks 
• Make-your-own pinhole projection viewers. 
• Investigation Stations. 

For more information about the activities provided and for a schedule of events, visit 
http://sternberg.fhsu.edu/2017/08/01/solar-eclipse-celebration/.

In case of overcast skies, some outdoor activities may be suspended, but most 
activities will continue as scheduled.
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Natural History Preschool 
With Thea!
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Sternberg Outbound: South Africa
We will spend ten days over the 2018-19 New Years holiday with exploring wildlife and 
amazing landscapes in South Africa. The trip begins with a stay on the Potberg Conservation 
Area visiting several sites in these high elevation (6,000 feet) grasslands. Here we find 
running frogs, the highly endemic sungazer lizard, 
rhinkals (spitting cobras) all while surrounded by 
mixed herds of antelope, colorful fire-crowned 
bishops, and long-tailed widow birds. From Potberg 
we travel down to the low country, home to lions, 
elephants, and the cape buffalo. Here we have a 
chance to observe Nile monitor lizards, chameleons, 
and all manner of other native wildlife! The trip also 
includes stops at Kruger and Mapungubwe National 
parks. 

Guides Daren Riedle (Wildlife Diversity Coordinator, 
Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism) and 
Willem Koch (African guide) began these one-of-a-kind 
adventures in 2004. Their objective: taking clients off the 
beaten path, allowing them the opportunity to get out of 
the vehicle and get boots on the ground. In the typical 
tourist destinations, such as the national parks, you 
are not allowed to leave the vehicles. On this trip, you 

will be joined by Sternberg Museum Zoologist, Curtis Schmidt, whose expertise in finding 
amphibians and reptiles will certainly add to the species richness of this trip. 
 
The New Year’s holiday is the perfect time of year as 
it is late spring/ early summer in South Africa. Prime 
time for observing wildlife, and the offseason for most 
international travelers. This trip averages 55 species 
of amphibians and reptiles, 200-300 bird species, and 
20-30 species of mammals. The days are spent hiking 
and looking for wildlife, and the nights visiting frog 
choruses and spotlighting wildlife. 
 
Final dates, details, and prices are in progress. If you are interested in joining the trip, contact 
Sternberg Museum Education Director David Levering at DALevering@FHSU.edu.

(7)


