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Darwin Day
Sunday, February 12th

FREE Admission!

Come check out special family 

friendly presentations and 

stations from 1-5pm

FEBRUARY HIGHLIGHTS:
New Bee Exhibit now open!

Museum Game night  
February 24

Natural History Preschool
FEBruary  2nd and 15th

Galapagos Exhibit Departs on 
February 21st 

Beginning Beekeeping course
February 18 – 19 and 25 – 26



3000 Sternberg Drive, Hays, Kansas 67601 Winter Hours Tuesday to Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Natural History Preschool 
With Thea!

Excavations Gift Shop
Excavations Gift Shop offers a variety of unique, educational, 
and entertaining merchandise for all ages. We are currently 
expanding our selection of books including subjects such 
as Kansas history, nature, science, field guides and hard 
to find titles for serious paleontologists. We also offer a 
wide variety of toys, gifts, souvenirs, and jewelry – all at 
reasonable prices. Check this column in your newsletter for 
specials and new items. Don’t forget, Sternberg Museum 
members receive 10% off of their purchase. 

Outbound: Galapagos trip
June 3rd - 14th

Sternberg Museum of Natural History Director Dr. Reese Barrick will lead a group to explore 
the Galapagos Islands this June! This adventure will take participants on an incredible journey of 
wildlife, scenery, and human history, as the group explores the spectacular organisms and ecosys-
tems that played a key role in Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution by natural selection! We look 
forward to you joining us on what promises to be the adventure of a lifetime!  For more infor-
mation about joining our 2017 trip to the Galapagos, please contact Education Director David 
Levering at DALevering@FHSU.edu.   For more details about our trip to the Galapagos Islands, 
you can also visit our website: http://sternberg.fhsu.edu/active-learning/outbound/

Museum Free 
Admission Day!

Beginning Beekeeping course
February 18 – 19 and 25 – 26, 2017

We will discuss:
1. Beekeeping tools and 
equipment
2. Hive components
3. Locating your hives
4. Installing bees and inspecting 
their progress
5. Basic pest management
6. Progressing with the hive 
from late winter/early spring 
through fall
7. Hobby and business 
opportunities
8. Membership in State and local 
bee associations

The course will be taught in two part intervals, part 1 
on Saturdays and part 2 on Sundays. You do not need 
to take the classes in order. – (example, if you can 
make Sunday Feb. 19, but not Saturday Feb. 18, you 
can participate in part 1 the following weekend)
The course is basic in nature, with a reasonable 
amount of details to get you a good understanding of 
getting started with keeping bees in central/western 
Kansas.

We will not discuss:
1. Top Bar Hive management
2. Warre Hive management
3. Honey Flow Hive
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Game Night at the 
Museum

And much 

more!

Join us at the Museum on Friday, 
February 24th from 6:00pm - 9:00pm for 

some great science games and activites 
around the Museum! Snacks included. 

Registration form here: 
http://sternberg.fhsu.edu/2016/12/06/

museum-game-night/
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Closed

Museum 
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Museum 
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Natural History 
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Thea

Natural History 
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Thea

Museum Game 
Night

Don’t Forget! 
Our Galapagos Islands exhibit 

departs on February 21st.

Bee Keeping 
Class

Collin Wilson, a senior history major at Fort Hays State University, became a student 
worker at the Sternberg Museum of Natural History in September, 2016. As a history 
major, he was given the choice to work at one of two museums in Hays. While most of his 
classmates opted to work at the Hays Historical Society, Wilson thought he would give the 
Sternberg Museum a try. 

Wilson, a Ulysses, KS native, works under the direction of 
Greg Walters the museum’s exhibit director as an assistant 
exhibits designer. Wilson began his time at FHSU as a 
graphic design major, so exhibit design is of interest to him. 
Some of Wilson’s favorite aspects of working at the museum 
are getting to work with his hands, having hands on 
experience with parts of the exhibits that most people only 
get to look at, and the way Walters works with him and his 
class schedule. He said, “It’s also fun to see kids come in 
here and explore and see.”
Wilson appreciates the way all of the staff at the museum is 
very understanding and willing to help when he asks for it 
just like the rest of FHSU’s staff. 
In the future, Wilson hopes to move to Kansas City to work 
in exhibit design like he does at the Sternberg Museum. His 
focus will likely be human history as opposed to fossils and 
natural history, but his time working at the museum will 
give him great experience to take with him on his future 
endeavors.

Exhibits Corner

ADVENTURES AND ACTIVITIES
Our Afterschool Adventures and Activities program for K-5 aged students has started 
off the new year with great attendance and lots of fun! So far, our young Sternberg 
Museum explorers have learned about what kinds of things are housed in our museum, 
ancient marine reptiles, and the secret lives of honey bees! 

The Adventures and Activities program is offered every Tuesday afternoon, from 3:30-
5:00pm, when USD 489 is in session. Admission for the program is $5.00 for museum 
members and $7.00 for the general public. 
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Nature Connect
Giving a new generation of youth the tools 

and training to explore our changing world.

The Sternberg Science Camps have been a resounding success 
since their debut in 2014. From our elementary camps at the 
Sternberg Museum, to our middle and high school camps 
traveling all over Kansas and beyond, we have provided some 
incredible learning experiences for kids and teens. The middle 
and high school camps have been earning praise from students 
and parents from all over the United States! (We’ve had 
participants from KS, OK, CA, LA, MI, IL, OH, ME, LA, and 
NY!) 
 
We’re thrilled to be bringing back some of our best camps, and 
debut some new camp programs in 2017! Click the images below to learn more...

This is where we need your help.

Sternberg Museum 
Science Camps

Nature Connect is a new program at the Sternberg Museum, working in conjuction with the 
Sternberg Science Camps. This program has two main goals: 

1) Using financial aid scholarships to make the elementary, middle and high school science 
camps as accessible as possible for students. 

2) Using photos and videos collected during 
the middle and high school field camps 
to create earth and life science education 
lessons and activities. These lessons 
and activities will be made available for 
download for FREE! This means free for 
teachers, free for homeschool parents, free 
for kids looking for an exciting challenge. 
Free for everyone. 

We are working to raise funds for 
financial aid scholarships and field 
equipment. These funds will allow the 
Sternberg Science Camps to continue 
being one of the most accessible, best 
equiped outdoor science programs in 
the country, and provide financial aid to 
gifted, hard working students who need 
a little help.  
 
For more on how you can help, click the 
image. 

Education Through Adventure

Elementary Camps Middle School Camps

High School Camps

https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/nature-connect-field-science-to-classrooms-education/x/9849286#/
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/nature-connect-field-science-to-classrooms-education/x/9849286#/
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/nature-connect-field-science-to-classrooms-education/x/9849286#/
http://sternberg.fhsu.edu/active-learning/camps/
http://sternberg.fhsu.edu/active-learning/camps/high-school-science-camps/
http://sternberg.fhsu.edu/active-learning/camps/middleschool/
http://sternberg.fhsu.edu/active-learning/camps/elementary/


Sternberg Museum Science Camp Students Find 
Their Inner Selves in the Outdoors

Most of us find intrinsic joy in being out in nature, and for some, 
thinking about the science of the natural world brings them even 
more joy. Middle and high school students who are fascinated 
by science topics like why there are so many species or how 
animals live in severe environments can satisfy that curiosity at 
the Sternberg Museum of Natural History Science Camps. Each 
summer, David Levering, Director of Education at the Sternberg, 
leads camps in which students can immerse themselves in 
paleontology and biology. 
The camps are equal parts education and adventure. Camp students have explored the sparkling white 
sands in the Chihuahuan Desert, stunning rock formations at Arches National Park, and areas full of 
fossils right here in western Kansas. 

Over the past three years, the Sternberg has offered Field Naturalist Camp and 
Paleontology Expedition Camp for middle school students, and Southwest 
Biology Camp and Sternberg Paleontology Camp for high school students. 
The two paleontology camps make use of the rich fossil resources in Kansas, 
while Field Naturalist Camp takes students to Utah, and Southwest Biology 
Camp take students New Mexico. 
The benefits of attending one of the camps are many. Jackson Stanton, a high 
school student from Hays who participated in the Southwest Biology Camp 
said, “I have found a calling for my life.” Stanton plans to pursue a career in 
herpetology, the study of amphibians and reptiles. 

For Emiri White, a middle school student who attended the 
Paleontology Expedition Camp, getting to find and identify fossils the 
way a paleontologist would was a “great learning experience.” White 
added, “That was probably the part I most enjoyed about the camp.”

The popularity of the camps is due to how they are structured. Camp 
students learn science techniques by being allowed to try them out for 
themselves. It’s not uncommon for a camp student to hold a wild bat or 
dig out part of a mosasaur fossil – under supervision, of course. 
At first some students may feel a bit unsure or uncomfortable working outside, holding animals, or 
operating equipment. Those feelings quickly fade as students get practice doing these new techniques in a 
safe environment. After returning from camp, students reported feeling more confident when approaching 
new challenges.

The instructors also talk about college and career paths – topics that are especially timely for the high 
schoolers. Christopher Noll, a student from California, participated in the Sternberg Paleontology Camp 
and didn’t expect to hear about these topics, but commended the instructors for talking about them. “I am 
better prepared for college in general having spent . . . two weeks at camp,” Noll said.
In addition to the regular biology and paleontology camps in 2017, the Sternberg will offer Expedition: 
Ecuador Camp, featuring a trip to the Andes Mountains during which students will observe and document 
the unique plant and animal life in the region.

Maggie Wolf of Kansas City is planning on attending the Expedition: Ecuador Camp. Ecuador is home 
to hundreds of amphibian and reptile species, hundreds of mammal species, and over a thousand bird 
species (many of which, Wolf is eagerly looking forward to seeing). Getting to explore an area with such 
biodiversity is a once in a lifetime opportunity for the camp students. Wolf said, “I’ve never been to an area 
like where we will be going and the animals will be entirely new to me, so I can’t wait to see all there is to 
see!”

Next summer will be Wolf ’s third year in a row of attending one 
of the Sternberg Museum Science camps. In fact, a number of 
students – “camp veterans” – come back year after year. Wolf 
said that she benefited from returning because she was able to 
ask “more informed and thoughtful questions” about the topics 
that interested her. Arabelle Konrad, another camp veteran from 
Michigan, said having prior knowledge from the previous year 
made getting into the swing of things easier the second time 
around. “I still remembered the fundamentals and I knew what to 
expect when out in the field,” Konrad said.

The students also enjoy seeing friends they’ve made in previous years and creating new friendships. “We 
all are interested in biology,” Wolf said. That common interest keeps the camp students learning and 
growing together.

Levering and the other camp instructors welcome and encourage 
questions from participants, and hold regular discussions to enrich 
each student’s understanding of science. These conversations 
complement the field-based portions of the camps by building the 
educational foundation behind the activities in which students take 
part. “This [structure] sets our program apart from the way other 
programs operate,” Levering said.
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By Dr. Medhavi Ambardar
Adjunct Instructor 
Department of Biological Sciences


