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It has been a big year for the paleontology department at the Sternberg Museum. Most 
recently, the Museum was awarded a $81,000 matching grant from the Dane G. Hansen 
Foundation to renovate and update the fossil prep lab. We are thrilled to share that we 
have reached our $81,000 match!  In addition to proceeds raised from the 2016 and 2017 
Museum Galas, we had 58 donors come forward to see the lab come to life.  This includes 
a very generous donation from Mike and Pam Everhart.  Mike is the Adjunct Curator of 
Paleontology at the Sternberg Museum, author of the book “Oceans of Kansas” (second 
edition coming soon!), and author of the website by the same name.  He and Pam have 
been active in Kansas paleontology for decades. 

Museum scientists and staff are now working with the FHSU architect and builders to 
design the space.  Kick off of renovations is tentatively scheduled to begin in the fall to 
expand the lab and redesign parts of the Cretaceous exhibits to incorporate a larger lab. 
Once the lab is constructed and fitted with updated equipment, we will be able to train 
students and volunteers, host workshops, and have a hands-on lab for our after school and 
summer camp programs!

If you didn’t have a chance to donate during the fundraising campaign, we are still 
accepting donations to expand ventilation capabilities in the lab and to fund students 
to prep, train volunteers, and run workshops.  Businesses and individuals can make a 
tax-deductible contribution to the effort by contacting the Fort Hays State University 
Foundation:  http://foundation.fhsu.edu/donate/ (select “Other” under Designation 
and specify Sternberg Museum), (785) 628-5620, or 
foundation@fhsu.edu.

More information about the project can be found online 
(http://sternberg.fhsu.edu/paleopreplab/) or by 
contacting Dr. Laura Wilson, Curator of Paleontology  
(lewilson6@fhsu.edu; 785.639.6192).

Achievement Unlocked: Paleontology Prep Lab 
Funded! 

http://foundation.fhsu.edu/donate/
mailto:foundation@fhsu.edu
http://sternberg.fhsu.edu/paleopreplab/
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Excavations Gift Shop
Excavations Gift Shop offers a variety of unique, educational, 
and entertaining merchandise for all ages. We are currently 
expanding our selection of books including subjects such 
as Kansas history, nature, science, field guides and hard 
to find titles for serious paleontologists. We also offer a 
wide variety of toys, gifts, souvenirs, and jewelry – all at 
reasonable prices. Check this column in your newsletter for 
specials and new items. Don’t forget, Sternberg Museum 
members receive 10% off of their purchase. 
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Don’t Forget! 
Sternberg Summer Science Day 
is July 20th from 10am - 2pm.



3000 Sternberg Drive, Hays, Kansas 67601
(3)

We will spend ten days over the 2018-19 New Years 
holiday with exploring wildlife and amazing landscapes 
in South Africa. The trip begins with a stay on the 
Potberg Conservation Area visiting several sites in 
these high elevation (6,000 feet) grasslands. Here we 
find running frogs, the highly endemic sungazer lizard, 
rhinkals (spitting cobras) all while surrounded by 
mixed herds of antelope, colorful fire-crowned bishops, 
and long-tailed widow birds. From Potberg we travel 
down to the low country, home to lions, elephants, and 
the cape buffalo. Here we have a chance to observe Nile monitor lizards, chameleons, and 
all manner of other native wildlife! The trip also includes stops at Kruger and Mapungubwe 
National parks. 

Guides Daren Riedle (Wildlife Diversity Coordinator, 
Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism) and 
Willem Koch (African guide) began these one-of-a-kind 
adventures in 2004. Their objective: taking clients off the 
beaten path, allowing them the opportunity to get out of 
the vehicle and get boots on the ground. In the typical 
tourist destinations, such as the national parks, you 
are not allowed to leave the vehicles. On this trip, you 

will be joined by Sternberg Museum Zoologist, Curtis Schmidt, whose expertise in finding 
amphibians and reptiles will certainly add to the species richness of this trip. 
 
The New Year’s holiday is the perfect time of year as 
it is late spring/ early summer in South Africa. Prime 
time for observing wildlife, and the offseason for most 
international travelers. This trip averages 55 species 
of amphibians and reptiles, 200-300 bird species, and 
20-30 species of mammals. The days are spent hiking 
and looking for wildlife, and the nights visiting frog 
choruses and spotlighting wildlife. 
 
Final dates, details, and prices are in progress. If you are interested in joining the trip, contact 
Sternberg Museum Education Director David Levering at DALevering@FHSU.edu.

Sternberg Outbound: South Africa
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Natural History Preschool 

With Thea!
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The Sternberg Museum is joining the City of Hay’s sesquicentennial celebration with a Summer 
Science Day!  On Thursday July 20th from 10am until 2pm, the Museum will have special displays, 
presentations, and activities exploring the topic of WEATHER. Interact with Museum and FHSU 
scientists to learn about weather phenomena, the effects of weather on plants and animals, and the 
differences between weather and climate. There will be activities for all ages. No additional costs 
for special programming, but normal admission fees apply (so the event is free for members). 
Museum and exhibits are open all day, but special programming is from 10am to 2pm only, so 
don’t miss out!

Join us as we celebrate Hays and science this summer!

Sternberg Summer 
Science Day 2017
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