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March 2018 Highlights:
- Adventures & Activities Program (page 3) - 

- Natural History for Preschool  (page 4) - 
- Lessons with Ptara (page  6) -

Spring Gala
You are invited to the Sternberg Museum’s 3rd Annual 

Spring Gala!

(Page 1)

Paleo Lab Notes: 
Grandeur in this View

(Page 2)
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You're invited to
the Sternberg Museum Spring Gala

Saturday, April 7, 2018
6 p.m.

Sternberg Museum of Natural History
3000 Sternberg Dr | Hays, Kansas

Gather a group of friends for a fun night out in support of the museum! Mar-
garitaville, cocktail or island attire is encouraged for the evening.

Gala proceeds support the design and construction of a new exhibit. The ex-
hibit will premiere at the museum, then travel around the region to increase the 

museum’s reach and bring additional science education to rural areas.

Purchase Tickets Today

Excavations Gift Shop
Excavations Gift  Shop offers a variety of unique, educational, and entertaining 
merchandise for all ages. We are currently expanding our selection of books 
including subjects such as Kansas history, nature, science,  field guides and 
hard to  find titles for serious paleontologists. We also over a wide variety 
of toys, gifts, souvenirs, and jewelry – all at reasonable prices. Check this 
column in your newsletter for specials and new items. Don’t forget, Sternberg 
Museum members receive 10% off  of their purchase.

https://webapps.fhsu.edu/sternberggala/


Monday: Closed
Tuesday to Saturday: 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday: 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
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Paleo Lab Notes: 
There is grandeur in this view of life

Science and art both start with an observation and end with 
a description of the world around us. Their histories are inti-
mately intertwined. Artists study anatomy and find inspiration 
in nature. Scientists explain their results with images.  Study-
ing bone tissue under microscope illustrates how science can 
mirror art. Cell and tissue structures tell scientists about how 
an animal lived, and the images stimulate the mind with color, 
patterns, and splendor.  Charles Darwin puts it perfectly in his 
closing sentence of On the Origin of Species: “There is grandeur 
in this view of life, with its several powers, having been origi-
nally breathed into a few forms or into one; and that, whilst this 
planet has gone cycling on according to the fixed law of gravity, 
from so simple a beginning, endless forms most beautiful and 
most wonderful have been, and are being, evolved.” Whichever 
way you look at it, science and art both open our eyes to endless 
forms most beautiful.

You can see more bone and tooth tissue images in a new display 
in the fossil gallery. 

Triceratops tooth photographed under microscope with polarized light 
and a lambda filter.
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ADVENTURES AND ACTIVITIES
Our Afterschool Adventures and Activities program for K-5 aged students has started 
off the new year with great attendance and lots of fun! We are excited to resume on 
January 16th with a lot of new activities for everyone!

The Adventures and Activities program is offered every Tuesday afternoon, from 3:30-
5:00pm, when USD 489 is in session. Admission for the program is $5.00 for museum 
members and $7.00 for the general public. 
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Monday: Closed
Tuesday to Saturday: 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday: 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Natural History Preschool 
With Thea!
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Sternberg Science Camps 
2018!

Elementary Camps
• Reptiles and Amphibians
• Bird Biologists
• Marvelous Mammals
• Digging up Dinosaurs
• Sea Creatures of Kansas
• Minerals Rock!
• Gone Fishing
• Insects and Spiders
• Trees, Flowers, and Grasses

Click on the links below to access the web page for each 
program level. 
Be sure to check out Sternberg Camps out on Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram!

June 18, 2018
June 20, 2018
June 22, 2018
June 25, 2018
June 27, 2018
June 29, 2018
July 9, 2018
July 11, 2018
July 13, 2018

@SternbergCamps
www.facebook.com/sternbergcamps 

http://sternberg.fhsu.edu/active-learning/camps/elementary/
https://twitter.com/SternbergCamps
https://www.facebook.com/SternbergCamps/


Monday: Closed
Tuesday to Saturday: 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday: 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
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Sternberg Science Camps 
2018!

Middle School Camps: 
• Desert Naturalist Camp 
• Mountain Naturalist Camp 
*new!*
• Paleontology Expedition 
Camp 

High School Camps:  
• Field Science Leadership 
Camp *new!*
• Southwest Biology Camp
• Sternberg Paleontology 
Camp
• Expedition Ecuador
• Expedition Australia
• Northwest Volcanoes
• Girls Paleontology Camp

June 10th -16th
June 24th – 29th 

Session 1: June 17th – 22nd
Session 2: July 22nd – 27th 

June 3rd – 8th 

July 14th – 20th 
July 8th – 20th 
July 29th – August 12th 
Coming 2019
Coming 2019
Coming 2019

Check out our new webseries - “Lessons with 
Ptara”! Episode 3: What is Biodiversity is now 
available for streaming. 

Find Ptara’s other lessons on the Sternberg 
Museum’s YouTube Page. Click here!

Monday: Closed
Tuesday to Saturday: 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday: 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
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http://sternberg.fhsu.edu/active-learning/camps/middleschool/
http://sternberg.fhsu.edu/active-learning/camps/high-school/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCD5FhXAIrnLukvWppr5fcUQ?view_as=subscriber
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Sternberg Outbound: South Africa
 African Menagerie may be gone, but you will get your   
chance to see those amazing animals again with Sternberg 
Outbound: South Africa. We will spend ten days over the 
2018-19 New Years
holiday with exploring wildlife and amazing landscapes in
South Africa.  The trip begins with a stay on the Potberg 
Conservation Area visiting several sites in these high ele-
vation (6,000 feet) grasslands. Here we  find running frogs, 
the highly endemic sungazer lizard, rhinkals (spitting 
cobras) all while surrounded by mixed herds of antelope, 

colorful  re-crowned bishops, and long-tailed widow birds. From Potberg we travel down to 
the low country, home to lions, elephants, and the cape buffalo.
Here we have a chance to observe Nile monitor lizards, chameleons, and all manner of other 
native wildlife!  The trip also includes stops at Kruger and Mapungubwe National parks.
Guides Daren Riedle (Wildlife Diversity Coordinator, Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks, 
and Tourism) and Willem Koch (African guide) began these one-of-a-kind adventures in 
2004.  eir objective: taking clients off the beaten path, allowing them the opportunity to get 
out of the vehicle and get boots on the ground. In the typical tourist destinations, such as the 
national parks, you are not allowed to leave the vehicles. On this trip, you will be joined by 
Sternberg Museum Zoologist, Curtis Schmidt, whose expertise in  nding amphibians and 
reptiles will certainly add to the species richness of this trip.
The New Year’s holiday is the perfect time of year as it is late spring/ early summer in South 
Africa. Prime time for observing wildlife, and the o season for most international travelers.  is 
trip averages 55 species of amphibians and reptiles, 200-300 bird species, and 20- 30 species of 
mammals.  e days are spent hiking and looking for wildlife, and the nights visiting frog cho-
ruses and spotlighting wildlife.
 The trip will cost $4,300 plus airfare. A deposit of $1,000
will be due early next year to hold your place.  is price
includes EVERYTHING but souvenirs...lodging, park
fees, transportation, food, drinks, etc! Only 10 slots are 
available. If you are interested in joining the trip, contact 
Sternberg Museum Education Director David Levering at 
DALevering@FHSU.edu.


