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Major Matching Grant 
Awarded for paleontology 

education and Research! 
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Natural History Preschool 
With Thea!

Excavations Gift Shop
Excavations Gift Shop offers a variety of unique, educational, 
and entertaining merchandise for all ages. We are currently 
expanding our selection of books including subjects such 
as Kansas history, nature, science, field guides and hard 
to find titles for serious paleontologists. We also offer a 
wide variety of toys, gifts, souvenirs, and jewelry – all at 
reasonable prices. Check this column in your newsletter for 
specials and new items. Don’t forget, Sternberg Museum 
members receive 10% off of their purchase. 

Special Museum Event  
Kansas Ecosystems:  

Past, Present, and Future!

The Dane G. Hansen Foundation has awarded the Sternberg Museum a matching grant to 
support renovating and updating equipment in the fossil prep lab.  For every dollar raised, 
the Hansen foundation will match it, up to $81,000. 

The fossil prep lab is an essential resource for education, research, and exhibits. This is 
where Museum staff, students, and volunteers clean, stabilize, and repair a fossil for long-
term preservation before it is ready for research or incorporation into exhibits.  Renovation 
plans include more than tripling the size of the lab to fit more people and projects. The 
larger lab will afford the opportunity to use the space as a hands-on classroom, host 
workshops, and train volunteers. Upgrading equipment will ensure that fossil specimens 
will be cleaned and readied for long-term storage or display using the most up-to-date 
techniques, and will also guarantee healthy and safe working conditions. Renovation plans 
also include integrating the lab more directly into exhibit space in the Cretaceous Seaway 
Fossil Gallery to enhance the visitor experience.

The Museum is currently working with the FHSU Foundation to raise funds so we can 
utilize all of the matching grant from the Hansen Foundation. If we can raise the full 
matching amount, this will cover the entire renovation budget. Proceeds from this year’s 
Spring Gala will also go towards matching funds. Businesses and individuals can make a 
tax-deductible contribution to the effort to improve education facilities at the Sternberg 
Museum by contacting the Fort Hays State University Foundation: http://foundation.fhsu.
edu/donate/ (select “Other” under Designation and specify Sternberg Museum), (785) 628-
5620, or foundation@fhsu.edu.

More information about the project can be found 
online (http://sternberg.fhsu.edu/paleopreplab/) or by 
contacting Dr. Laura Wilson, Curator of Paleontology  
(lewilson6@fhsu.edu; 785.639.6192).

Sternberg Museum Awarded Matching Grant 
for Paleontology Prep Lab Renovations

Join us on April 30th from 1-5pm for a 
special community event at the Sternberg 
Museum! We will be exploring the habitats 
and ecosystems of Kansas through time, 
from our oldest rocks and fossils to what 
the future could hold.  
 
There will be educational stations and crafts 
set up around the Museum for visitors to 
check out, with staff on hand to discuss 
specimens and answer questions. This will 
be a fun, fascinating event for visitors of all 
ages. We can’t wait to see you there! 
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Don’t Forget! 
Registration for Expedition 
Ecuador high school camp 

closes March 15th!

ADVENTURES AND ACTIVITIES
Our Afterschool Adventures and Activities program for K-5 aged students has started 
off the new year with great attendance and lots of fun! So far, our young Sternberg 
Museum explorers have learned about what kinds of things are housed in our museum, 
ancient marine reptiles, and the secret lives of honey bees! 

The Adventures and Activities program is offered every Tuesday afternoon, from 3:30-
5:00pm, when USD 489 is in session. Admission for the program is $5.00 for museum 
members and $7.00 for the general public. 
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Exhibits Corner: 
Art and the Animal

Full Stride—Great Blue Heron 
Robert Bateman (Oil on Canvas)

The Rat Race 
Ken Newman (Bronze)

Each year, the society sponsors a highly 
selective juried art competition. Judges choose 
works that exemplify artistic excellence for 
inclusion in a limited-run touring exhibition. 
They strive for a diversity of subject matter, 
art mediums, dimensions of artworks, and 
geographical distribution of artists. Works 
in this year’s traveling exhibition include oil, 
acrylic, watercolor, and pastel paintings; bronze 
and stone sculptures; woodcut, linocut, and 
serigraph prints; graphite, ink, and charcoal 
drawings; scratchboards; cut paper; and 
mixed media pieces. Depicted animals include 
mammals, birds, amphibians, fish, and more.

From March 25 through May 12 Sternberg 
Museum will host Art and the Animal, the 
world’s preeminent exhibition of animal art. 
It is the 56th annual members’ exhibition of 
the Society of Animal Artists, an international 
association of artists dedicated to the portrayal 
of our living heritage and its preservation 
through demonstrations, seminars, lectures, and 
exhibitions. Pelicans at Big Sur 

Andrea Rich (Woodcut)
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The Sternberg Science Camps have been a resounding success 
since their debut in 2014. From our elementary camps at the 
Sternberg Museum, to our middle and high school camps 
traveling all over Kansas and beyond, we have provided some 
incredible learning experiences for kids and teens. The middle 
and high school camps have been earning praise from students 
and parents from all over the United States! (We’ve had 
participants from KS, OK, CA, LA, MI, IL, OH, ME, LA, and 
NY!) 
 
We’re thrilled to be bringing back some of our best camps, and 
debut some new camp programs in 2017! Click the images below to learn more...

Sternberg Museum 
Science Camps

Education Through Adventure

Elementary Camps Middle School Camps

High School Camps

April Friday Night at 
the Museum

Join us at the Museum on Friday, April 
21st from 6:00pm - 9:00pm for some 

great science games and activites around 
the Museum! Snacks included. 

For more information, including how 
to register, contact Ian Trevethan 

(IJTrevethan@FHSU.edu)

Outbound: Galapagos trip
June 3rd - 14th

Sternberg Museum of Natural History Director Dr. Reese Barrick will lead a group to 
explore the Galapagos Islands this June! This adventure will take participants on an 
incredible journey of wildlife, scenery, and human history, as the group explores the 
spectacular organisms and ecosystems that played a key role in Charles Darwin’s theory 
of evolution by natural selection! We look forward to you joining us on what promises to 
be the adventure of a lifetime!  For more information about joining our 2017 trip to the 
Galapagos, please contact Education Director David Levering at DALevering@FHSU.edu.   
For more details about our trip to the Galapagos Islands, you can also visit our website: 
http://sternberg.fhsu.edu/active-learning/outbound/
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