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Exhibits Corner: 
Permian Monsters

Step back in time 290 million years when bizarre-looking animals dominated life on land 
and sea, and find out about the greatest extinction the world has ever seen in “Permian 
Monsters: Life before the Dinosaurs.” This unique exhibition brings the past back to life 
with fossilized skeletons and full-size life models of the animals that ruled the world 
millions of years before the age of dinosaurs, in a time known as the Permian.  

The Permian period ended with the largest extinction Earth ever experienced, which 
wiped out 90% of all species on the planet. The cause of the Permian extinction had baffled 
scientists for the past 20 years but 
a recent discovery shed new light 
on the cause of this catastrophe—
global warming. Find out how this 
familiar phenomenon, started by 
a huge volcanic eruption, set off a 
chain of events that led to the greatest 
extinction on Earth.  

The exhibition blends art and science 
with a collection of new artwork which 
offers a glimpse back in time through 
the eyes of award-winning paleo-artist Julius Csotonyi. View fossilized skeletons and 
reconstructed models of these amazing but bizarre creatures that dominated land and sea; 
and dig and identify fossils in the interactive dig pits throughout the exhibition.  

“Permian Monsters” showcases an amazing collection of fossils and models from this 
relatively unknown time period, from giant insects, bizarre-looking sharks, to strange 
reptiles with mammal-like characteristics. Meet the top predator of the time, the giant 
saber-toothed gorgonopsid Inostrancevia and find out what nearly killed them all to make 
way for Earth’s next rulers, the Dinosaurs. 

This summer exhibition opens Saturday, May 27. It continues from Memorial Day weekend 
through Labor Day. Sternberg Museum will host a members-only preview reception from 
7 to 9 p.m. on Friday, May 26.
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Sternberg Natural History Film Festival 
7pm-9pm, May 25th-27th

Our annual natural history film festival returns this May, with an exciting line 
up of award winning nature and natural history films and documentaries. 

We will have scavenger hunts available for the kiddos (and adults), and staff 
on hand to answer questions attendees may have. If you are looking for a fun, 

fascinating evening activity, look no further!  

This free event is held in the Museum lobby. Light snacks and beverages 
provided. 

Excavations Gift Shop
Excavations Gift Shop offers a variety of unique, educational, 
and entertaining merchandise for all ages. We are currently 
expanding our selection of books including subjects such 
as Kansas history, nature, science, field guides and hard 
to find titles for serious paleontologists. We also offer a 
wide variety of toys, gifts, souvenirs, and jewelry – all at 
reasonable prices. Check this column in your newsletter for 
specials and new items. Don’t forget, Sternberg Museum 
members receive 10% off of their purchase. 
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We will spend ten days over the 2018-19 New Years 
holiday with exploring wildlife and amazing landscapes 
in South Africa. The trip begins with a stay on the 
Potberg Conservation Area visiting several sites in 
these high elevation (6,000 feet) grasslands. Here we 
find running frogs, the highly endemic sungazer lizard, 
rhinkals (spitting cobras) all while surrounded by 
mixed herds of antelope, colorful fire-crowned bishops, 
and long-tailed widow birds. From Potberg we travel 
down to the low country, home to lions, elephants, and 
the cape buffalo. Here we have a chance to observe Nile monitor lizards, chameleons, and 
all manner of other native wildlife! The trip also includes stops at Kruger and Mapungubwe 
National parks. 

Guides Daren Riedle (Wildlife Diversity Coordinator, 
Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism) and 
Willem Koch (African guide) began these one-of-a-kind 
adventures in 2004. Their objective: taking clients off the 
beaten path, allowing them the opportunity to get out of 
the vehicle and get boots on the ground. In the typical 
tourist destinations, such as the national parks, you 
are not allowed to leave the vehicles. On this trip, you 

will be joined by Sternberg Museum Zoologist, Curtis Schmidt, whose expertise in finding 
amphibians and reptiles will certainly add to the species richness of this trip. 
 
The New Year’s holiday is the perfect time of year as 
it is late spring/ early summer in South Africa. Prime 
time for observing wildlife, and the offseason for most 
international travelers. This trip averages 55 species 
of amphibians and reptiles, 200-300 bird species, and 
20-30 species of mammals. The days are spent hiking 
and looking for wildlife, and the nights visiting frog 
choruses and spotlighting wildlife. 
 
Final dates, details, and prices are in progress. If you are interested in joining the trip, contact 
Sternberg Museum Education Director David Levering at DALevering@FHSU.edu.

Sternberg Outbound: South Africa
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Natural History Preschool 
With Thea!
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The Dane G. Hansen Foundation has awarded the Sternberg Museum a matching grant to 
support renovating and updating equipment in the fossil prep lab.  For every dollar raised, 
the Hansen foundation will match it, up to $81,000. 

The fossil prep lab is an essential resource for education, research, and exhibits. This is 
where Museum staff, students, and volunteers clean, stabilize, and repair a fossil for long-
term preservation before it is ready for research or incorporation into exhibits.  Renovation 
plans include more than tripling the size of the lab to fit more people and projects. The 
larger lab will afford the opportunity to use the space as a hands-on classroom, host 
workshops, and train volunteers. Upgrading equipment will ensure that fossil specimens 
will be cleaned and readied for long-term storage or display using the most up-to-date 
techniques, and will also guarantee healthy and safe working conditions. Renovation plans 
also include integrating the lab more directly into exhibit space in the Cretaceous Seaway 
Fossil Gallery to enhance the visitor experience.

The Museum is currently working with the FHSU Foundation to raise funds so we can 
utilize all of the matching grant from the Hansen Foundation. If we can raise the full 
matching amount, this will cover the entire renovation budget. Proceeds from this year’s 
Spring Gala will also go towards matching funds. Businesses and individuals can make a 
tax-deductible contribution to the effort to improve education facilities at the Sternberg 
Museum by contacting the Fort Hays State University Foundation: http://foundation.fhsu.
edu/donate/ (select “Other” under Designation and specify Sternberg Museum), (785) 628-
5620, or foundation@fhsu.edu.

More information about the project can be found 
online (http://sternberg.fhsu.edu/paleopreplab/) or by 
contacting Dr. Laura Wilson, Curator of Paleontology  
(lewilson6@fhsu.edu; 785.639.6192).

Sternberg Museum Awarded Matching Grant 
for Paleontology Prep Lab Renovations
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The Sternberg Science Camps have been a resounding success 
since their debut in 2014. From our elementary camps at the 
Sternberg Museum, to our middle and high school camps 
traveling all over Kansas and beyond, we have provided some 
incredible learning experiences for kids and teens. The middle 
and high school camps have been earning praise from students 
and parents from all over the United States! (We’ve had 
participants from KS, OK, CA, LA, MI, IL, OH, ME, LA, and 
NY!) 
 
We’re thrilled to be bringing back some of our best camps, and 
debut some new camp programs in 2017! Click the images below to learn more...

Sternberg Museum 
Science Camps

Education Through Adventure

Elementary Camps Middle School Camps

High School Camps

http://sternberg.fhsu.edu/active-learning/camps/high-school
http://sternberg.fhsu.edu/active-learning/camps/middleschool/
http://sternberg.fhsu.edu/active-learning/camps/elementary/

