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Paleo Lab Notes: 
Paleontologists Abroad
Every year, paleontologists from around the world converge on an 
unexpecting city to share research, make new connections, and unite 
with old friends at the Society of Vertebrate Paleontology (SVP) annual 
meeting.  This year’s meeting was in Calgary, Alberta (Canada) - a 
stronghold in Canadian paleontology.  Six current students and two 
recent alumni from the Department of Geosciences at FHSU joined our 
Curator of Paleontology Dr. Laura Wilson at the conference. Like most 
professional conferences, the SVP annual meeting is filled with poster 
presentations and technical talks, workshops and field trips, exhibitors 
showcasing the latest technologies and resources, and roundtables and 
luncheons for subsets of the society tackling specific issues (for example: 
the Women in Paleontology luncheon and student roundtable). 



Monday to Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
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Excavations Gift Shop
Excavations Gift Shop offers a variety of unique, educational, 
and entertaining merchandise for all ages. We are currently 
expanding our selection of books including subjects such 
as Kansas history, nature, science, field guides and hard 
to find titles for serious paleontologists. We also offer a 
wide variety of toys, gifts, souvenirs, and jewelry – all at 
reasonable prices. Check this column in your newsletter for 
specials and new items. Don’t forget, Sternberg Museum 
members receive 10% off of their purchase. 

New research always takes the limelight, and most of the FHSU 
representatives in attendance presented original research.  We have 
been working hard to make the Sternberg Museum a leader in Western 
Interior Seaway research.  The Western Interior Seaway is the ocean that 
covered Kansas and most of the interior of North America from roughly 
100 to 66 million years ago - these are the fossils that fill our exhibit 
galleries, education collections, and research collections. Presentations 
by Sternberg Museum students and staff showcased research on marine 
animals from the Seaway. Third year graduate student Cyrus Green 
presented research on the internal bone structure of Clidastes mosasaurs; 
second year graduate students Pike Holman and Amber Michels 
presented on determining age in Dolichorhynchops pliosaurs and 
determine the trophic ecology of Cretaceous fishes, respectively. Recent 
alumni Kris Super and Logan King presented on the smallest specimen of 
Xiphactinus fish ever reported, and Curator Laura Wilson presented on 
what we know about the ecology of the Seaway based on seabird fossils. 

But the other highlight of the conference is catching up with old friends 
and making new acquaintances.  Fort Hays State University students and 
alumni in attendance always make the time to get together for lunch and 
take a photo.  The 2017 meeting was no exception!



3000 Sternberg Drive, Hays, Kansas 67601
(3)

Exhibits Corner: 
World Premiere of African 

Menagerie
On Saturday, September 30, Sternberg Museum celebrates the opening of African 
Menagerie, a monumental exhibition created by wildlife artist Brian Jarvi. At 10 a.m., 
museum members are invited to meet the artist as he leads them through a personal walk-
through of the exhibition. At 1 p.m., Dr. David Wagner, author of American Wildlife Art, 
will give a talk and book-signing.

African Menagerie is a museum exhibition of epic scale, 
15 years in the making. It’s centerpiece consists of seven 
interlocking panels that form a sweeping, grand panorama 32 
feet wide by 14 feet high, depicting the African savannah and 
the animal kingdom it contains. Over fifty related research 
sketches and mixed media studies surround the panorama. 
African Menagerie is unparalleled in its breadth, depth, and 
scope.
Brian Jarvi is an award-winning member of The Society of 
Animal Artists, widely recognized among the very, very best 
painters of African wildlife today. His concept for African 
Menagerie spawned from early childhood memories and 
fascination with both living collections of wild animals, and paintings from the distant 
past portraying large varied groups of exotic creatures. All of Africa’s icons including the 
elephant, leopard, giraffe, rhino, hippo, and zebra mingle with such exotics as bongo, 
okapie, and mandrill.

The project’s storyline dramatizes the urgency to save not just the great iconic species of 
Africa, but also wildlife across all of our shrinkingly diverse, environmentally-threatened 
planet.

In preparation for the creation of African Menagerie, Jarvi created more than 100 studies 
in pencil, charcoal, monochromatic oils, mixed media as well as major full-color oils of a 
multitude of species, six of which have been juried into major exhibitions including The 
Annual Exhibition of the prestigious Society of Animal Artists.
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ADVENTURES AND ACTIVITIES
Our Afterschool Adventures and Activities program for K-5 aged students has started 
off the new year with great attendance and lots of fun! So far, our young Sternberg 
Museum explorers have learned about what kinds of things are housed in our museum, 
ancient marine reptiles, and the secret lives of honey bees! 

The Adventures and Activities program is offered every Tuesday afternoon, from 3:30-
5:00pm, when USD 489 is in session. Admission for the program is $5.00 for museum 
members and $7.00 for the general public. 
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Natural History Preschool 
With Thea!
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We will spend ten days over the 2018-19 New 
Years holiday with exploring wildlife and amazing 
landscapes in South Africa. The trip begins with a stay 
on the Potberg Conservation Area visiting several sites 
in these high elevation (6,000 feet) grasslands. Here 
we find running frogs, the highly endemic sungazer 
lizard, rhinkals (spitting cobras) all while surrounded 
by mixed herds of antelope, colorful fire-crowned 
bishops, and long-tailed widow birds. From Potberg 
we travel down to the low country, home to lions, 
elephants, and the cape buffalo. Here we have a chance to observe Nile monitor lizards, 
chameleons, and all manner of other native wildlife! The trip also includes stops at Kruger 
and Mapungubwe National parks. 

Guides Daren Riedle (Wildlife Diversity Coordinator, 
Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism) and 
Willem Koch (African guide) began these one-of-a-kind 
adventures in 2004. Their objective: taking clients off the 
beaten path, allowing them the opportunity to get out of 
the vehicle and get boots on the ground. In the typical 
tourist destinations, such as the national parks, you 
are not allowed to leave the vehicles. On this trip, you 

will be joined by Sternberg Museum Zoologist, Curtis Schmidt, whose expertise in finding 
amphibians and reptiles will certainly add to the species richness of this trip. 
 
The New Year’s holiday is the perfect time of year as 
it is late spring/ early summer in South Africa. Prime 
time for observing wildlife, and the offseason for most 
international travelers. This trip averages 55 species 
of amphibians and reptiles, 200-300 bird species, and 
20-30 species of mammals. The days are spent hiking 
and looking for wildlife, and the nights visiting frog 
choruses and spotlighting wildlife. 
 
Final dates, details, and prices are in progress. If you are interested in joining the trip, 
contact Sternberg Museum Education Director David Levering at DALevering@FHSU.edu.

Sternberg Outbound: South Africa


