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New Addition to Our Sternberg Team
David Levering: Education Director

Fresh ideas, experience, practical approaches to science, 
and dedication are all being brought to the Sternberg 

Museum by David Levering.

David was born in California, 
but spent most of  his life in 
Oregon.  He attended college at 
the University of  Oregon and 
graduated with a degree in 
Geology.  For the last three years 
he worked as a teaching assistant 
in the Zoology department at 
Oklahoma State University, 
where he graduated with a 
Masters of  Science. He has 
landed in Kansas to join our 
team, and we are happy to have 
him as our Education Director! 

David worked for The Oregon 
Museum of  Science and Industry 
outdoor science education camps 
for four summers. Three 
summers he worked as a 
counselor and once as an 
instructor.  He also worked three 
summers with the National Park 
Service at Hagerman Fossil Beds 

National Monument in southern 
Idaho. There he carried out 
paleontology field and lab work, 
and worked with kids showing 
them geology and paleontology. 
  
Here at the Sternberg, he plans to 
work with youth as well as adults, 
and hopes to make science 
apparent in its usefulness in 
everyday life.  Some of  the 
programs he is currently working 
on include looking at the 
mechanical physics of  football, 
the cultural history and science 
of  brewing, and a paleontology 
field camp program for high 
school students. 

There is no doubt that David will 
be a great addition to our team, 
and we cannot wait to see what 
wonderful programs he 
implements for our community. 
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Discovery Under the Dome...
Adventure Opportunities in August

September Brings New Adventures & Activities

Children ages 6 - 12 have a great opportunity for 

fun on Tuesdays this fall beginning September 3, 

2013 from 3:45 - 5:00 pm.

Explore nature and science, perform experiments, 

create crafts, and enjoy cool snacks!

Registration is required by the preceding Friday.

$4 for museum members.

$5 for general public.

Limit of 15 children.

DON’T MISS OUT!

Dates for September Adventures & Activities:

September 3, 2013     September 10, 2013

September 17,2013     September 24, 2013

Friday Night at the Museum

The second Friday of each month 

children ages 5 and up are welcome to 

join us for an evening exploring the 

museum and nature trails! This activity 

begins at 7:00pm and runs until 

11:00pm.  Children under 8 must be 

accompanied by an adult.  Registration is 

required by the preceding Friday. 

$12 for museum members.

$15 for general public.

Limit of 15 children.

Family Fun Outside the Dome

The Sternberg Museum will be participating 

in the Smoky Hill PBS Family Fun Day at 

The Mall in Hays, KS.  

Bring the whole family into The Mall on 

September 14th from 10 - 3 to see, touch, 

and learn about some of the live and fossil 

animals we have on display at the 

Sternberg Museum of Natural History.

Themed Birthday Parties!!

Call us for more information about how we 

can help make your special day a GIANT 

success!

Contact:

Thea Haugen, Discovery Room Mgr

785-639-5249



This Just in:
The Sternberg Museum gets to keep “Mammal Invasion: After the Dinosaurs” for an additional two weeks! 

The exhibit will be available to the public through September 24th instead of September 8th.
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HAYS OPTIMIST CLUB DONATES PARK BENCH 
IN MEMORY OF LAVERNE STIEBEN

On November 25th, 2012, the city of Hays lost a 
prominent member of the community. Laverne Stieben 
met an untimely death due to complications from a 
heart attack that he suffered while vacationing in 
Cancun, Mexico. Laverne was a major advocate of 
outdoor education and recreation, and served the Hays 
youth in numerous capacities. Laverne was an active 
member of Pheasants Forever for many years, a member 
of the TMP booster club, and 10-year member and past 
president of the Hays Optimist Club, where he once 
received the Optimist of the Year award. His service with 
the Optimist Club brought him close to the Sternberg 
Museum, as the Optimist Club partnered with Sternberg 
on many activities, such as the development and 
maintenance of the nature trails and the annual Easter 
Egg Hunt. This summer, the Hays Optimist Club made a 
generous donation of a beautiful park bench that 
overlooks the pond at the amphitheater, part of the 
Howard Reynolds Nature Trail, and dedicated it to the 
memory of Laverne. The bench is an outstanding 
addition and represents the dedication that Laverne had 
toward outdoor education and opportunities for the 
area's youth. The friends and family of Sternberg 
Museum give a heart-felt "THANK YOU" to the Hays 
Optimist Club. We surely miss our friend Laverne, and we 
are proud that his memory will live on at Sternberg.


