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On November 6th, 2011 nearly 1400 people came out to witness what was termed a, 
“Once in a lifetime opportunity for the general public to hear, see, and touch,” live prairie 
animals associated with the black-footed ferret.   !
This day marked the celebration of  the 
finding of  the thought to be extinct black-
footed ferret exactly 30 years ago by a dog 
named “Shep” in Montana. 

The day was divided into two segments; the 
daytime reserved for school programs and the 
second an evening open house with featured 
black-footed ferret specialists.  

During both programs, people were treated to 
the opportunity to see a live black-footed 
ferret up-close along with many of  his prairie 
wildlife friends.  Zoos and rescue centers from 
around the State of  Kansas and including the 
Cheyenne Mountain Zoo from Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, all brought live prairie 
animals for the students and general public to 
see and touch.  

During the school programming, 1,149 
students got the chance to listen to experts 
speak about prairie animals, plants, and 
ecosystems.  Stations were scattered across the 
main floor, 3rd floor hallways and classrooms, 
and even on the new Dr. Howard Reynolds 
Nature Trails.  There were many teachers, 
professionals, and media personnel that 
commended the Museum and all those 
associated with the day on such a wonderfully 
put together program for the students and 
public.

(Credit: Jessie Cohen, Smithsonian’s National Zoo)

Photo: J. Michael Lockhart/USFWS
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Seasons Change on the Trails
As the seasons change and we move closer to 
winter, so do the activities out on the new Dr. 
Howard Reynolds nature trail.  After the grand 
opening on August 13, a series of  educational 
field days were held on three consecutive 
Mondays in September for elementary, middle, 
and high school students.  The focus was to 
showcase the new nature trails and get students 
excited about being outdoors.

We have finished our major educational 
programs on the trails. Now it is time to focus on 
finishing up what is left of  the project and 
maintaining what we have in place.  

Starting late November/early December the 
gazebo will finally be constructed.  It 
will be large enough to house all the 
educational material we associated 
with the trails and also 4 to 5 picnic 
tables for those who want to rest, relax, 
and enjoy lunch or supper on the trails.  
It will be made from local raw timbers and 
be placed adjacent to the trailhead by the 
row of  trees.  This gazebo will serve multiple 
purposes for educational groups, the Museum, 
and the daily users of  our trails.  

Coming this winter and early 2012, we will again 
be clearing out undesirable woody species and we 
continually work towards a full prairie restoration.  
Any comments, questions, or volunteer 
opportunities about the trails can be directed 
towards James Leiker, Education Director.
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When the museum dismantled the Museum Memories 
exhibition to make room for The Science of SuperCroc last year, 
we began planning for new permanent exhibits to eventually go 
into that space. These exhibits will focus on evolving grasslands 
and feature scientific research conducted by museum curators, 

including Dr. Joe Thomasson, 
director of the museum’s 
Elam Bartholomew 
Herbarium. 

Thomasson studies fossil 
grasses, among other things. 
Sternberg Museum’s 

collection of grass 
fossils is the most 
extensive such 
collection in the world 
and includes numerous 

species new to science. It represents grasses deposited in stream 
deposits, in coprolites (fossil dung), and in ancient ant nests. He 
also recently coauthored a paper naming and describing several 
new kinds of ant nest fossils. These preserved nests, which are 
packed with fossil grass seeds, are comparable to those of 
modern harvester ants, which store seeds in underground 
chambers to survive the winter.

It was thought that if we could show visitors the 3-D structure 
of a modern ant nest, they would better understand the fossil 
remains. 3-D structures of modern ant nests have previously 
been casted in Florida by Dr. Walter Tschinkel. If Sternberg 
Museum could collect its own metal ant nest casts, not only 

could they elucidate fossils in the 
permanent exhibits, they might also 
serve as the focal element of a 
potential traveling exhibit. But the 
museum didn’t have the equipment 
or expertise to create such a cast.

That’s when exhibits director Greg 
Walters contacted Toby Flores, the 
sculpture professor at FHSU’s 
Department of Art & Design. 
Flores was enthusiastic about the 
prospect and he had the equipment 
and the know-how to turn the idea 

into a reality. Ant nests for a 
trial pour were found by James 
Leiker, Education Director, on 

his family’s property south of Munjor. 

Everyone involved was excited about the project and eager to 
observe the casting. In order to share it with a wider audience, 
museum staff asked Andy Tincknell and Mitch Weber, 
videographer and photographer for Fort Hays State University, 
to film the process. The pair will record various aspects of the 
project, from ant nest casting to fossil collecting and exhibit 
production, allowing the museum to post podcasts, incorporate 
video clips into exhibits, and eventually produce a short 

documentary on this 
collaborative effort.

On November 1, the 
team headed into the 
field to conduct a 
test pour. Flores and 
graduate student 
Obdulia Lopez set 
up their mobile 

foundry, melted 
40 pounds of 
scrap aluminum, 
and poured it into 
the top of an ant 
mound. The pour 
successfully 

captured the detailed structure of the mound, but it also revealed 
difficulties to be overcome. The molten aluminum chilled and 
hardened before it reached the full depth of the ant nest. Flores 
and his students will experiment with other materials and 
techniques in order to collect a complete nest. 

But even incomplete, the initial casting yields fresh insights on 
Thomasson’s fossil discoveries. It 
also provides impetus for 
potential scientific investigations 
by biology students. And it 
reveals a normally unseen 
aesthetic in the natural world. 
Flores intends to present this 
initial casting to the public in the 
faculty art exhibition at FHSU’s 
Moss-Thorns Gallery of Art. The 
opening reception for that show 
is 7-9 p.m. on Friday, December 
9 and the exhibit runs through 
January 27.

Ants, Artists, and...Action! 
Sometimes, one thing leads to another…another…and another….

Art professor Toby Flores (left) and graduate 
student Obdulia Lopez pour molten aluminum into 
the top of a Western Harvester Ant nest.

Reese Barrick frees the casting with a 
shovel while Greg Walters and Joe 
Thomasson look on.

Here the casting is tipped on its side. The dark, scorched 
sediment and dense chamber system visible on the left 
represents the elevated mound of the ant nest. The lighter, root 
filled sediment to the right represents the less densely 
burrowed subsurface level.

The cleaned cast. 
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Sternberg Museum won the Sweepstakes Award for the float it entered in Fort Hays State University’s homecoming parade. The parade, with the theme “Tigers 
are for Reel” preceded the football game against the Emporia State Gorillas on Saturday, October 8. Sternberg’s float depicted the set of  a fictional motion 
picture, “Rexzilla vs. King Kong.” The float was rated G—for a Gorilla Stompin’ Good Time for All Ages.

Fossils on exhibit have great value beyond educational display. In 
September, Dr. Tamaki Sato (right) of  Tokyo Gakugei University in 
Japan visited Sternberg Museum with two of  her graduate students to 
conduct scientific research on some of  our fossils. Here Momo Yamashita 
makes detailed skull measurements for a study she is doing on mosasaur 
vision.

Visitors checking out our Discovery Room! 
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Birthdays at the Museum

The Education Department at the Museum has expanded its 
birthday party packages for the general public.  Having trouble 
planning a party for 
your child’s 
birthday? Let us 
take care of  it all 
and come enjoy a 
fun family-friendly 
atmosphere.  
We have developed 
many birthday 
programs. We can 
plan a birthday 
party ranging from 
live animals, a dig 
pit, flashlight tours 
of  the museum, to 
dinosaur crafts, 
parties on the nature trails, and even nights at the museum.  
We offer a variety of  packages to suite activities, ages and price 
ranges.
A basic birthday party package starts at $75 and includes the 
rental of  Expeditions for 2 hours for time for cake, ice cream, 
and gifts.  Come celebrate your next birthday party under the 
dome or outside the dome!  Inquiry on the website for more 
birthday party packages or call the Education Department at 
785-639-5249 to see what customized packages we can create! 

Sleepovers
“Night at the Museum”

Have you ever thought of  spending the night at a museum? 
Now your child can experience this fun, entertaining, 

educational, and scary night!
Most of  our sleepovers start at 7pm.  We have 
flashlight tours of  our galleries and nature trails, 
rooms full of  snakes, craft activities and fun ways 
to present just about anything you’d want to 
learn about natural history.  We’ve already hosted 
2 Boy Scout sleepovers this fall and had a blast. 
Cub Scouts from the Phillipsburg area spent the 
night November 19th and braved the weather to 
learn some astronomy with Professor Maseberg 
and hike around our nature trails in the dark.  

Cub scouts and their leaders making recycled crafts during a sleepover.

http://sternberg.fhsu.edu
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Sternberg Integrates Collections Tours

Calendar 
of  

Events

• Winter Nature Trail 
Tour 

    January 21, 2012

• Kansas Day
   Book Signing with
   Mike Everhart and 
   Curtis Schmidt 
   January 29, 2012

• Ant Casting      
  Dec. 9-  Jan. 27

• GIANT African 
Dinosaurs

   Mar. 10-Aug.5

• FHSU Family 
Weekend

   Feb. 9th-Feb. 12th

• Big Brother/Big 
Sister 

   Feb. 18th
   

Do you ever wonder what goes on “behind 
the scenes” at the Sternberg Museum? Are 
you ever curious what lurks beyond the 
“Museum Staff  Only” sign? Soon, museum 
visitors will have opportunities to learn the 
answers to these and many similar questions. 
Beginning in January, the museum will be 
integrating guided tours of  the various 
scientific research collections, including the 
Elam Bartholomew Herbarium, the 
Paleontology Collection, the “Wet” 
Collections, and the Fleharty Range.  
Included in the “Wet” Collections are fluid-
preserved specimens representing the fields of 
Entomology, Herpetology, Ichthyology, and 
Mammalogy. Visitors to the Fleharty Range 
will find the prepared skins and skeletons that 
comprise the bulk of  the Entomology, 
Mammalogy, and Ornithology collections.

Visitors will learn the values of  specimen 
collection and preservation, as well as the 
types of  research that are conducted using 
scientific specimens. A brief  introduction to 
the various preservation techniques, both 
historical and contemporary, also will give 
visitors an idea of  what goes into preparing 
and curating scientific specimens. These 
tours also will give the visitors an up-close 
look into the biological diversity of  the 
region.

Tour schedules will vary daily, depending on 
the availability of  collections staff  and visitor 
demand. Tour times will be posted daily. 
Guided collections tours will cost an 
additional $2.00 for those touring the 
exhibits. However, groups can schedule 
private tours in advance. Extended custom 
group tours are available at the regular 
museum group rate. As always, museum 
members will be free. Regularly scheduled 
tours will generally last about an hour. 
Private tours can be shortened or lengthened, 
depending on the amount of  detail 
requested.

For more information please contact: Curtis 
J. Schmidt, Zoological Collections Manager, 
(785) 628-5504.

The publication of  Charles Darwin’s On the 
Origin of  Species shook the intellectual world. It 
challenged the foundation of  religion, 
introduced new ideas in philosophy, changed 
the romantic view of  humans, and laid the 
framework for major revolutions in economics 
and psychology. On November 19, Sternberg 
Museum opened a new temporary exhibition 
that explores the broad impact of  Darwin’s 

influential works. 
Charles Darwin and 
the Evolving 
Humanities was 
organized by Dr. 
Gene Kritsky, an 
entomologist and 
the chair of  the 
Department of  
Biology at the 
College of  
Mount St. Joseph 
in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. This is the 

second of  Kritsky’s 
exhibits hosted by Sternberg Museum in recent 
years. Charles Darwin: A Portrait Biography was on 
display in 2009-2010.

Earlier incarnations of  both of  these 
exhibitions had been shown at Sternberg 
Memorial Museum in the early 1990s, when 
the museum was located on the main campus 
of  Fort Hays State University. In 2008, with the 
centennial of  Charles Darwin’s birth 
approaching, museum staff  contacted Dr. 
Kritsky to see if  either of  these exhibitions was 
still available. They were not, but Kritsky 
agreed to collaborate with Sternberg Museum 
to recreate them. For the recent versions, 
Kritsky provided label text, digital image files, 
and conceptual organization for the exhibit and 
Sternberg Museum provided graphic design 
and production. Dr. Kritsky has granted 
Sternberg Museum permission to tour the 
exhibits to other Kansas localities following 
their run at the museum. He has also proposed 
a third exhibition, Darwin’s Menagerie, as a future 
collaboration.

Charles Darwin and the 
Evolving Humanities

Charles Darwin

http://sternberg.fhsu.edu
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New Arrivals at Excavations Gift Shop
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The holiday season is upon and Excavations Gift Shop has a wide 
selection of  books with new arrivals daily. The highly anticipated 
second edition of  Fishes of  the Central United States by FHSU Biology 
Professor: Mark Eberle and illustrated by Joseph Tomelleri is now 
available in hardcover and paperback. Nationally acclaimed fish 
illustrator Joseph Tomelleri has depicted 250 fishes in a stunningly 
beautiful and technically accurate style while Eberle provides an 
informative, yet entertaining view into the ecology, natural history, 
and conservation of  some of  nature’s most unique fish. 

For those in the market for natural history field guides, Excavations 
Gift Shop has recently received a variety of  Peterson, Smithsonian, 
and National Audubon Society field guides as well as a collection of  
Peterson First Guides for budding naturalists.

The store also continues to carry a range of  Kansas history and 
tourism books from a time to when Kansas was covered by a vast 
inland sea, to the old west and into the present day. If  you in search of 
a gift that is sure to entertain as well as educate, look no further than 
the book department of  Excavations Gift Shop. The gift shop is open 
Tuesday through Sunday during museum hours.

Mark Eberle & Joe Tomelleri 

“Fishes of  the Central United States” 

http://sternberg.fhsu.edu
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Museum Hours

Summer Hours (Apr. - Sep.) 
Mon.- Sat.: 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Sun.: 1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Fall & Winter (Oct. - Mar.)
Tue.-Sat.: 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Sun.: 1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Admission Prices
$8 adults (ages 13 - 59)
$6 seniors (age 60+)
$5 youth (ages 4 - 12)
$4 FHSU students with valid ID card

No. 42 December 2011

Sternberg Museum

STERNBERG MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
3000 Sternberg Dr.
Hays, KS 67601-2006

Mail to:


